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Editorial
This edition of Tayside Quaker has had to be recreated in haste after IT
problems so apologies for any errors.
The front cover image is adapted from an FWCC poster fpr World Quaker Day
https://www.worldquakerday.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/WQD-2022A4-Poster-1.pdf . I can also recommend reading this
https://www.friendsjournal.org/world-quaker-day/ article by Tim Gee in the
Friends Journal reflecting on World Quaker Day that includes a photo of the
Langata Church in Nairobi where I used to join the Nairobi Friends silent
worship group.
Peter Cheer

Living Witness Summer Gathering, Woodbrook, 26-29 August
Making paths on shifting ground, Closing Minute
We are 63 Quakers gathered from across Britain, with a sense of urgency and
under concern. Addressing all Friends, as far as we can reach. We will outline
our experience, own our own response, and issue a call to action.We have
heard clearly, with hope and excitement as well as fear and grief, an acute
sense that this is an extraordinary time – a time of enormous challenge which
can change us profoundly in ways we need to change. It is the great, holy work
of our time, it is our privilege to be part of it and we must prepare our spirit for
what is coming.The climate and ecological crisis changes everything. We value
the work which is being done by Yearly Meeting staff and Woodbrooke on
climate justice and encourage Friends to participate. We also see clearly that
there is a need for grassroots action/response to the climate and ecological
crisis in addition to that currently embodied in YM and Woodbrooke
structures. Local and area meetings are aware of the urgency and much is
happening, both within Quakerism and beyond. Meeting for Worship isn’t just
a place to feel comfortable, but a crucible in which we scrutinize our lives and
see how they can be aligned more closely to our faith. Arising from this
gathering we know that there isn’t one right thing to do, the important thing is
to do our best, and not give up. We each commit to listen to each other, love
and support each other, work and worship together. We will find ways to
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ground ourselves and heal ourselves, and build resilience and inclusion
wherever we can. We carry forward from this gathering many strands of work,
both large and small. We recognise that injustice in the ownership and control
of resources raises questions about our entire political and economic system.
We commit to work with children and young people; we have a concern to
address the current cost-of-living crisis, including offering our meeting houses
as warm refuges; we make a commitment to support those taking direct
action; we will respond to promptings to work more on food and biodiversity;
and we are led to support local communities in becoming carbon neutral,
alongside many other ideas and actions. We believe Faith groups can take a
lead which will help the nation listen, and Quakers must play our part in this.
We would like to see an Interfaith commitment to climate justice leading up to
the next general election so that incoming government is clearly focused on
this issue. The last time Quakerism renewed itself was the 1895 conference
which became the basis of 20th century liberal Quakerism. Quakers had to
reorientate their faith. Today, we are a similar position. Rather than
evolutionary science tearing up our sense of the past, we hear the prophetic
voice of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that is tearing up our
sense of the future and ending the notion of the inevitability of growth.The
science and the events it chronicles, together with our increasing awareness of
the legacy of extractive colonialism, are once again calling on us to renew our
faith. This is the context of our gathering. We open ourselves to this pregnant
sense of the present. Quakers and Living Witness can be midwives of the spirit.
The universe is participatory, there are no bystanders. Our commitment to
climate justice encourages us to see everything we do as something which is of
god or against god. We are called to be whole with creation and act on the
Truth which we find.
Report from Phoebe Spence (Northern Friends Peace Board)
Our concluding minute came from feeling we are on the cliff edge, between
the dire state of the world and our hopes for a better future. There are many
alternatives out thereand facing up to this challenge can be an opportunity for
change.We stand still in the Light which shows us our darkness, and brings new
life. Our hope is that all Friends will engage with this holy work at this time, as
it affects us all, we are in the Tragic gap between harsh reality and the
possibility of change for the better. It was inspiring to hear from Friends who
were active on many different levels and paths. The messages I want to bring
to this meeting: Let our lives speak and do what we can - we already do the
work by building relationships and following different callings. It is important
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for us to support each other in how we are led and we Quakers have helpful
practices which can help here, and we have our faith. Speak truth. Stand for
our testimonies, speak for ourselves from our experience and values, but most
importantly listen and understand other perspectives, recognising injustice and
unfairness. Some people may have a lot of baggage, and our society has
inherited ignorant mindsets to deal with. Share and cherish all life: we can
show co-operation in all aspects of our lives and seek to join with others in
working for a better life and security for all. At an open-space session on war
we heard from a veteran present on the toxins used by the military, how
service people are experimented on. The military have a lot to answer for, the
damage they inflict is widespread, plus the aggression and obedience they
install is so unhelpful. There is great healing, a great turning, needed. On a
practical note we can be patterns and examples with our lives, our witness,
and with our buildings, we can offer them as warm refuges. If we use our
funds/investments to do this now we may not bequeath loss and grief for the
future (as money in the future will be too late).On a personal note we saw
Woodbrooke affected by the various crises. We enjoyed having vegan food such a variety. But it was described by what it was emulating, not what it
actually was – e.g. no fish cake, facon pieces, shepherdless pie – so indicating
substitution and image/taste, not the reality. I feel this is something to note. By
naming the food in this way the food aspired to be meat instead of just being
its own unique characterful food.

East Scotland Area Meeting Report 13 September 2022
Seventeen Friends plus a visiting Friend gathered via Zoom for a busy and
constructive AM. A full but workable agenda kept Friends busy from 10.30am
until around 1pm.
Options for Scotland. We heard a report from Robin Waterston and Alyson
Buchan on progress being made on ways to improve how we work together.
Suggestions made included Zoom networks for role holders and more
consideration be given to using professional support ie, property management
and employment issues.
We then heard from Zoe Prosser, Local Development Worker who outlined her
current work schedule and areas of work including Families, Elders/Overseers
and AM Clerks. Zoe reported that there had been a very positive response to
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her work with Meetings. Area and Local Meetings are being asked to make
suggestions for possible priorities for our LDW by mid-September.
Restructuring of financial systems in ESAM. Agreement was reached in
principal to move to a simplified structure. Pam Brunt and Marion Sharkey will
now become AM co-treasurers and will work with financial recorders in each
Local Meeting.
Update from Parliamentary Engagement Group. Tanya Jones and Martin
Pippard reported on the work of this group and highlighting the energetic
work of Andrew Tomlinson, the Parliamentary Engagement Officer. Andrew
and the group have been involved in promoting the " Peace at the Heart"
report, government consultation on the circular economy and Stop Climate
Chaos Scotland. GM Scotland will be having a review of the PEWG in
November.
Reflections on alternatives to the term 'overseers'. The AM was unable to find
unity on this matter and the three LMs are currently using different
alternatives. AM agreed to return to this item in November.
Other matters on the day covered membership, nominations and upcoming
courses.
Robert Thompson, Dundee Meeting.

Northern Friends Peace Board Update
The ongoing war in Ukraine continues to exercise the minds of many of us, the
NFPB web page with useful links and resources is available at
https://nfpb.org.uk/ukraine_2022/.
Posters
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These A2-sized posters are available: for ordering details contact us at
nfpb@gn.apc.
The NFPB office will be moving to the Quaker Meeting House, 50 Silverwell
Street, Bolton BL1 1PP from December 6th 2022.
Peter Cheer (editor)

Scottish Interfaith Week 2022

Established by Interfaith Scotland in 2004, Scottish Interfaith Week provides an
opportunity for interfaith groups, faith communities, schools, organisations
and local communities across the country to celebrate Scotland’s religious
diversity by planning events that bring people together to promote dialogue,
understanding and co-operation between Scotland’s diverse religious
communities and cultures.
To tie in with Scotland’s Year Of Stories, the theme for Scottish Interfaith Week
2022 (13th-20th November) is Storytelling. Through storytelling we can step
into each other’s worlds for a moment – through a poem, a song or a
photograph. Stories enable us to break down barriers, challenge stereotypes
and start important conversation.
You can see a programme of events at https://scottishinterfaithweek.org/
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Refugees (a specular)

They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers
With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say
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These people are just like us
A place should only belong to those who are born there
Do not be so stupid to think that
The world can be looked at another way
(now read from the bottom to the top!)
Brian Bilston

On the Island of Iona with Scottish Interfaith

In work and worship
God is with us
Gathered and scattered
God is with us
Now and always
God is with us
The Iona Community is an international ecumenical Christian movement
working for justice and peace, the rebuilding of community and the renewal of
worship. For a few days in late September, I was fortunate to be a guest at the
Abbey on Iona, taking part in a gathering organised by Interfaith Scotland in
partnership with the Iona Community. It was offered as a time for diverse
religious traditions to come together Reflecting on the purpose of the Scottish Religious Leaders’ Forum, we will plan
for the future, enjoy meals and life in the community, and share collective
wisdom about facing and responding to the challenges of twentyfirst century
Scotland.
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Kate Arnot (SE Scotland AM) was representing General Meeting for Scotland; I
attended simply as a Quaker and a chaplain. Members of the gathering came
from a broad range of faith traditions - Muslim, Sikh, Christian, Buddhist,
Baha’i, Jewish, Hindu, Pagan, and the mix of voices and experiences was
exhilerating.
We were led on a pilgrimage around the island, pausing in different locations
to hear about their history and then reflect on contemporary perspectives. The
Nunnery, for example, had been called Taigh Chailleacha-Dubha / The Place of
the Women who Wear Black. We learnt about the women who had run the
Augustinian foundation for centuries, with its emphasis on prayer, work and
community, and we talked about current complexities of women’s lives in
different parts of the world.
On one afternoon, a group of us visited the local primary school, where we
were handed a list of topics prepared by its’ 13 or so pupils (aged 5 - 12),
including
Why do we need religion?
What do you picture when you pray?
What is the most wonderful thing about your religion? And the most difficult?
What do you believe happens after you die? Do all religions have a scared
(sp!!!) book?
The discussion was fascinating, good-humoured, thought-provoking, and ran
on till the children had to go home.
We stayed at the Abbey, in shared bedrooms, eating communally in the
refectory, and with house-keeping chores assigned to us each morning. I
attended the daily services held at 9am and 9pm in the Abbey Church - a long
narrow, high building with wonderful plain stone walls. The morning service
was a straightforward Act of Daily Prayer with some singing; the evening
candle-lit services were longer. Each had a different focus and our various faith
traditions were woven into the customary Iona format. At Tuesday’s Service of
Prayers for Healing I offered a short reflection based on George Fox’s ocean of
darkness and death, / infinite ocean of light and love (Qf&p 19.03)
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The gathering marked the twentieth anniversary of the Scottish Religious
Leaders’ Forum and alongside all the serendipitous and stimulating
conversations shared during our time together, we focused some of our
energies on the Commitment which was to form the centre piece of the
closing Service of Celebration. The text is below and was framed through
working together in small groups, an interesting exercise in itself!
With all the opportunities to engage with others from different faith traditions
and hear their voices, my time on the island was a rich and rewarding
experience, full of busyness. Early on the final morning, before leaving to catch
the ferry over to Mull, I felt led to visit the shrine chapel dedicated to St
Columba that sits to the north of the Church’s main door. It’s a tiny space, very
simple inside, with just a candle burning. There I found a Sikh and a Baha’i. We
sat together, three women sharing the stillness, our heads bowed: it was a
moment to cherish.
My heartfelt thanks to Friends in East Scotland AM, and to the University of St
Andrews Chaplaincy, who supported me to attend the Gathering. Please feel
free to get in touch if you’d like to talk about any aspects of my visit
Barbara Davey St Andrews Local Meeting

Meeting for Sufferings 1st October 2022
Most representatives attended Meeting for Sufferings (MfS) online in October,
due to the train strike. The day began with a salutory reading from Quaker
faith & practice 19.57, sharing guidance set down by Wiltshire Friends in 1678
concerning the conduct of meetings of church affairs ‘for the preservation of love, concord and a good decorum’ we are advised to
maintain ‘coolness of Spirit…if anything be controverted’. There was certainly
an item in the afternoon’s agenda which sorely taxed Friends’ ability to
maintain that elusive ‘coolness of Spirit’ and I’ve decided to make this one
item the main focus of my report: it’s an important matter, with implications
for all Friends and meetings.
In February last year MfS received a request from Central Nominations
Committee (CNC) to reconsider the current guidance, from 1992, concerning
appointing only members to central committees. A review group was duly
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appointed and we were joined by Pete Doubtfire and Chloe Scaling, two Young
Friends from the group, to present their report. In preparation for October
MfS I had circulated this report (MfS 2022 10 13) to local Friends involved in
AM nominations work and it was helpful for me to hear their insights. I warmly
commend the report to Friends as a beautifully written account of the tender
and thorough work the group undertook on our behalf.
The main drivers for the proposal that CNC be permitted to appoint attenders
to central committees were to make full use of the talents found in our
community and to increase the diversity of Friends appointed to support our
centrally managed work. No mention was made of a shortage of names,
though this is undoubtedly a serious concern our meetings are experiencing.
The report describes the unfolding process the group engaged in …We found consensus that anyone nominated for a Quaker committee role,
whether member or attender, needs to demonstrate a level of commitment to
Quakers; familiarity with the Quaker Business Method; an appreciation of the
depth of discernment required; and be well fitted for the role in question… it
was also noted that membership does not automatically confer these qualities,
and coming into membership may be thought of as one point on a journey. We
heard calls to place our trust in the nominations system, with its checks and
balances, and above all in the quality of the discernment required of
nominations committee members…
And the group were clear about the journey they had collectively undertaken …Members of the committee began from different individual points of view,
but found ourselves moving towards unity as we shifted from analysing these
points from the head, to listening with our hearts. After a long period of deep
worship at Lancaster we recorded the following minute:
…We have heard about circumstances in which CNC have found people who
could bring significant spiritual and practical gifts to roles, but having discerned
their names, discover that that person is prevented from serving because of
being an attender. We find this troubling and we recommend that in these
situations, attenders should be allowed to serve. We wish to trust the
discernment process, and be open to new light, drawing inspiration from Qf&p
26.20:
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“The advice to be open to new light from wherever it may come is one of the
reasons why the Quakers have continued to answer that of God in everyone.
The trust they showed in the living Christ was their strength 300 years ago, as
it is today, though we do not all use the same words. A living truth, if it is to
stay alive, must speak to the conditions of the times…” Jean West, 1988
…Our structures and processes should enable us to best hear and be led by the
spirit and should not constrain the spirit and make us unable to hear some
leadings.
…We hope that this approach will allow more Young Friends to be appointed,
both for the skills and spiritual insights they can bring and for the learning that
they can experience through central work, without treating them any
differently. They are both the present and the future of our Society.
We also hope that this approach may make service and participation more
accessible for other groups who are currently less represented…
The review group’s recommendation to MfS was therefore clear: that it should
be possible to appoint attenders to serve on central committees. A busy and
intense MfS session followed, with much heartfelt ministry. After lengthy
deliberation it was clear Friends could not reach unity about accepting the
recommendation before us.
The report had drawn attention to the complexities raised, but membership
issues in themselves were not seen as an impediment to moving forward with
the question they had been asked to address. The final Sufferings minute was
revised several times, and our decision - to accept the recommendation - was
eventually reversed. The clerk had asked if Friends not in agreement would
prefer to ’stand aside’ but they did not feel able to do this, the broader
questions of membership proving to be a stumbling block.
The final MfS minute noted …We are at this time unable to reach unity on accepting the report’s central
recommendation that attenders may be appointed to service on central
committees…Quaker Life is already looking at Ways of Belonging, and events
of the last two years have changed the ways in which we relate to each other
in meetings across the country, so the time feels right to give this our
attention.
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The group was duly laid down and, in recognition of the importance of the
issue, MfS Arrangements Group is tasked with finding a way forward.
In brief, here are a few pointers to other agenda items The names of four Friends involved in ongoing Just Stop Oil activism were
added to the Prison and Court Register and we are encouraged to hold the
Friends in the Light
Review of Yearly Meeting, Yearly Meeting Gathering and MfS - we heard from
Sarah Donaldson, clerk of the group appointed to conduct the review. Topics
raised included
Do we give enough time to allow spirit-led discernment to flourish?
Would it be helpful to think about evolution, the spirit manifesting itself in an
evolving way, rather than change, the very mention of which can immediately
set up tensions?
Report from Caroline Nursey, clerk of Britain Yearly Meeting trustees - the
operational plan and the ongoing impact the pandemic has on delivering the
work of our strategic priorities
Work in Scotland - Elizabeth Allen, clerk of General Meeting for Scotland, on
the joys and struggles for Quakers north of the border in living out their faith,
her MfS report echoing that submitted to Yearly Meeting Agenda Committee
‘What might rightly be brought before YM in 2023?’
Sustainability Monitoring Group - How are Quakers in Britain meeting their
commitment to becoming a low-carbon sustainable community? Caroline
Howden drew our attention to the progress against the five key areas set by
MfS in its Recommendations for Action : eldership, oversight, living faithfully,
right ordering and witness
……….
October Sufferings had been an exhausting day for us all - we wrestled deeply
with the Nominations question. It was hard to witness the struggle for Friends
to open their hearts to new light, and at the close, there was disappointment,
frustration, hurt. I was left with much to ponder over regarding how we
uphold Friends in the process of individual and collective discernment,
particularly in an online setting.
14

I’m grateful to our Glasgow Friend Michael Hutchinson’s piece on Quaker
Discernment in the previous TQ. It’s been interesting to re-visit this richly
considered article and, to end my report, I’ll simply highlight two of Michael’s
final comments Practice a better response “Can you help me understand?”
and
Think of your discernment as a journey in which you will grow personally and
closer to God.
Barbara Davey

St Andrews Local Meeting

There is a full report of October MfS in The Friend, 7th and 14th October 2022
Minutes and relevant papers can be found on the BYM website

www.quaker.org.uk/mfspapers

News from Local Meetings
Dundee
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There was an atmosphere of celebration when Dundee Friends held an
Opening Welcome event for invited guests to our newly restored and
refurbished Meeting House on Sunday 2nd October 2022. Restoration of the
ground floor to its original use as an accessible Meeting Room has been
completed with the retention of the office on the gallery floor. Installation of
a lift to the basement also made new toilet and kitchen facilities accessible. A
legacy from our late Friend Elsie Luke helped us create a modern kitchen. It
happened to be World Quaker Day and the end of Quaker Week which added
to its significance.
The event was arranged to thank those who supported us in a variety of ways
and included a small exhibition and refreshments. During the previous
weekend we were included in the annual Dundee Open Doors event for those
who are interested in architecture and buildings not usually open to the public.
There is much to see of interest in our historic Grade B listed building and
visitors showed particular interest to see the first purpose-built Quaker
Meeting House in Scotland constructed in 1891 and in the history of Quakers
in Dundee. The theme of the Open Doors was 'Year of Stories' which
celebrates Scotland's places, history and culture which fitted well with the
Quaker Week theme, and we had our own story to tell. The events fitted well
together as our exhibition for Open Doors was retained for the Opening
Welcome occasion. We loaned the Scottish Tapestry panel from Edinburgh
Meeting House where it is on permanent display, plus two small panels, and
they joined other tapestry panels, pictures of Quaker Meetings, a poster
display, and information about Quakers both locally and around the world.
Visitors were surprised at the list of famous Quakers in the past and present,
including Braithwaites coffee shop on Castle Street having Quaker founders
and still trading today.
Our invited guests included Friends from Perth and St Andrews meetings,
Elizabeth Allen, clerk of General Meeting for Scotland; Michael Hutchinson,
Assistant GM clerk; Zoe Prosser, Local Development Worker; Maggie
Chapman, Green MSP; and Billy Kay, local historian, writer and broadcaster.
Our visitors also included present tenants, individuals and groups which rent
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rooms, and potential users. It was a good opportunity to showcase our new
facilities and practice some outreach!
The guests were welcomed by Martin Pippard, clerk of Dundee Friends
Property Trust, and Pamala McDougall from the Fundraising Group. Thanks
were expressed to Bill Edgar in his absence for all the work he has done over
many years to bring our vision to fruition, and to Marion Sharkey who oversaw
and administered a vast amount of work in preparation. When I sit in our
peaceful space which inspires joy, gratitude and a deep sense of community, I
give thanks to everyone who has given much time, effort, and skills to realise
throughout the lengthy period of discernment we finally took a leap of faith.
We look forward to using our new beginnings to serve our Quaker and wider
community.
I read this poem / prayer by Quaker poet Geoffrey Weeden at the Opening
Welcome event.
DRAW BREATH
Breathe in the quiet purpose of this place;
Through onward stillness, seek a calm within.
Here we can find forgiveness and forgive;
Here feel the healing miracle begin.

Breathe out the busy world, the teeming mind,
The follies, fears and failures of the week;

Breathe out contention, pettiness and pride,
And wait in trust for ' that of God ' to speak.

Breathe in communion, friend with quiet friend,
17

Each drawing closer in this timeless hour;
As all our different needs and gifts are drawn
To the one source of comfort, love, and power.

Breathe out at last, to God, the heart's full thanks
That we have seen this vision, known this grace;
Renewed through love, let us that love extend

Through all our daily life beyond this place.
Pamela MacDougall

East Scotland Area Meeting Saturday 26th November

‘For a Quaker, religion is not an external activity, concerning a special ‘holy’
part of the self. It is an openness to the world in the here and now with the
whole of the self…’ Harvey Gillman, Quaker faith and Practice, 20.20
10.30am until 1pm.
Venue: Dundee and on zoom
Dear Friends, please come and join us for a blended area meeting. You can join
us in person at Dundee Quaker Meeting House or on zoom. Further details,
including the agenda, papers and zoom link will be circulated shortly.
We are excited to welcome Harvey Gillman as our speaker. Harvey is a prolific
Quaker writer of books and articles; a poet, speaker and retreat leader. He is
influenced by both Buddhist teachings and Jewish mysticism. He has taught in
secondary education and for a number of years was Outreach Secretary for
Quakers in Britain. His topic for our area meeting is:
“Seeking, finding, exploring: a spiritual adventure in uncharted times".
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Harvey’s talk will be at the beginning of the meeting, so if you can’t manage
the whole meeting, please do join us for his talk.
Our business will include updates on our finances, appointments, membership,
the work of the parliamentary engagement group and much more.
All are welcome, members and attenders! Please do join us!
Pam Apted Clerk

Quaker Life Representative Council Oct 28 – 30 2022
Action rooted in Quaker faith and community
Take heed, dear Friends, to the promptings of love and truth in your hearts.
Trust them as the leadings of God whose Light shows us our darkness and
brings us to new life.
I attended my very last Quaker Life Representative Council on Zoom over the
weekend of 28/30 October, having been both deputy rep and rep for ESAM.
The in-person Rep Councils at Woodbrooke were undoubtedly the most
enjoyable but the ones on Zoom since 2020 have been inspiring in their own
way. I think (and hope) that QLRC will return to Woodbrooke now but I came
away from my laptop with lots to think about and try to convey to you all, first
in this article and then during Area Meeting at some point next year.
A quick reminder of what QLRC is. Reps from Area Meetings all over the UK
meet twice a year to allow a two-way communication between AMs and the
national work of Quaker Life Central Committee. Each time there’s a focus on
a significant topic of practical and/or spiritual interest. In plenary sessions,
workshops, home groups and (on Zoom) smaller breakout rooms we learn and
share together.
This time our topic was ‘Action rooted in Quaker faith and community’. We
looked at how Quakers take action when ‘pushed by the Light to witness in the
world’, as one speaker put it. Hence my choice of Advices and Queries no 1 at
the beginning.
I’m not going to try to tell you everything I experienced but will share some of
what was particularly interesting to me.
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Our plenary speaker was Judith Moran of Quaker Social Action. She showed
an excellent 6-minute video about the work of QSA that you can see on
vimeo.com/711650907.
I’m a member of a small group of St Andrews LM members called SAQAS St
Andrews Quakers for Asylum and Sanctuary. We’re still quite a new group and
are finding our way into what we might do. So Judith’s advice to ask these key
questions when planning was helpful. Are we the best placed people to be
doing this or is somebody else doing it better? Who is it for? Is it right and
useful for the people we intend to help? Can we co-produce the action instead
of just doing it to the people we’re helping? Is this the best way to use our
limited resources? What will success look like? How exactly do we intend to
reach a successful outcome? It also helps to expect problems – the world will
get in our way and people will be people.
I also liked Judith’s advice on strengthening community. She emphasised that
alongside the serious stuff, ie everything you have to do to achieve the goals of
your action, you should be the kindest, most supportive you can be of each
other, and have fun. Over the weekend a lot of people talked about how
important it is to pay attention to our own needs as individuals and
communities. Take time to notice and celebrate success and achievement,
however small. And remember that almost everything will work again if you
unplug it for a few minutes – including you!
We then chose a Quaker project to hear about in a workshop with breakout
rooms. These included: Quaker Roots – a Quaker response to the biennial
DSEI (Defence and Security Equipment International) arms fair; the Rookhow
Quaker Meeting House, bunkbarn and woodland in Cumbria; the Pity of War
project, which is creating sculptures to draw attention to all deaths in war not
just those of soldiers; and Experiment with Light.
I chose Quaker Roots quaker-roots.org.uk because I once went to join the
protest against DSEI at the Excel centre in London’s Docklands a long time ago,
before I was a Quaker. It was exciting to be part of it but I felt lonely, not
knowing anyone there, and I don’t feel comfortable in noisy shouty protests.
Anne Bettys and Robin Bowles talked us through the process of raising a
concern, discernment and then planning and training for the non-violent direct
action that Quaker Roots started at DSEI in 2019. I would love to join them in
September 2023, to sit in silent worship with hundreds of other Quakers,
appreciating the skilful actions they will carry out, including respect for that of
20

god in the arms dealers. Even if I am just at home upholding their brave
action I will be with them. That’s something I have learnt since becoming a
Quaker – the value of the community upholding others in their witness.
Robin and Anne then asked us ‘where might the Light be pushing you now to
witness in the world for peace and justice?’ In my breakout room we recalled
the three categories of Quaker response to war that I came across in Sydney
Bailey’s Swarthmore Lecture Peace is a Process : not fighting or preparing for
war; relieving the suffering of those affected by war; and working longterm,
behind the scenes, for a peaceful future. I really appreciate this way of
breaking down the enormity of how on earth to respond to the horror of war,
which can be immobilising I think. And it reminded me of how I can support
someone who is doing this better, by keeping up with and joining the
peacebuilding actions of Andrew Tomlinson and the PEWG.
On the Sunday morning I had the pleasure of meeting with other Scottish QL
reps and our Local Development Worker, Zoe Prosser - another community
providing mutual support. We talked about how best to feed back to our local
and area meetings what we had experienced over the weekend so that the
valuable insights and encouragement can be shared. So I’m hoping this piece
has achieved that and I look forward to doing more at Area Meeting in 2023.
Alice Curteis, St Andrews Local Meeting
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Meetings for Worship
Please note that alternative arrangements are in operation at present.
Dundee: The Meeting House, 7 Whitehall Crescent, Dundee DD1 4AR
Sundays 11.00 am
Thursdays 12.30 – 1.00 pm
St Andrews Meeting House, 2 Howard Place, St Andrews KY16 9HL
Sundays 10.30 am
Children’s Meeting - each Sunday during school terms
Enquiries: Genevieve Orr (01333 360396)
Midweek Meeting, Thursdays 1.15 – 1.45pm
Perth: The Subud Centre, 7 St Leonard’s Bank, Perth PH2 8EB
Second and last Sundays of each month 10.30 am
Children’s Meeting usually last Sunday of each month
Children’s contact: Anneke Kraakman (07746 117 762)

General Meeting for Scotland
19th November 2022 - North
9th March 2023 – South East

East of Scotland Area Meeting
Saturday 26th November, Dundee
11th Feb Perth
2023
13th May St. Andrews
12th Aug Perth
25th Nov Dundee

22

