
Portobello and Musselburgh Local Meeting of The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
Meeting for Worship with attention to business 
Bellfield, 25th February 2024 
 MINUTES 
 
2024/02/01 Attendance, worship, reading, minutes of the last meeting 
Friends attending: Marian Willoner (co-clerk), Sarah Martin (co-clerk, minuting), Fabien Camus (elder), Joanne Power, Ian Edwards, Mary Jane Elton, Joan Herrmann, Josie Fawcett, Alastair Cameron, Ross Campbell, Katrina McCrae, Wade Robertson, Mark Ballard, Cathy Holman, Chris Holman 
Prevented: Harsingar, Heather Stacey
In the opening silence Fabien asked us to hold Robin and his family in the light. He read from Answering that of God by Peter Parr, page 21 paragraph 3 on simplicity. He then read the opening paragraph of chapter 10 of Wisdom from Mount Athos: the writings of Staretz Silouan by Archimandrite Sophrony concerning peace and grace.
Minutes of our meeting on Sunday 26th November 2023 have been circulated, signed and placed in the minute book. 

2024/02/02 Matters arising 
Spiritual review of our Meeting: Members of the spiritual review group are currently pulling together the threads and hope to present something to our next business meeting in May.
Meeting for Worship on third Sundays (2023/11/05): We forwarded our minute to feed into the Spiritual Review process and we look forward to seeing what comes back to inform our further discernment in May. 
Accessibility and inclusion (2023/08/04): In August we discussed further learning and arrangements to remove barriers to our Meeting for people with disabilities and in particular hearing loss. Wade is in touch with an advice and guidance officer at the National Deaf Childrens’ Society and we hope to receive practical and technical advice soon. We remind Friends to stand when speaking where they can be seen to facilitate lip reading, and project their voice.



2024/02/03 Children and Young People’s meetings
The new arrangements appear to be well received. The young people have enjoyed contributions from adult Friends to their Meeting. 
Using the carpet in the large hall is helpful for the younger children.

2024/02/04 Financial Review
Chris Holman has presented a summary of the statement he has submitted to South East Scotland Area Meeting (SESAM) regarding our accounts for last year. We continue to enjoy a comfortable financial position thanks to the generous contributions by Friends. 
The finances show a surplus of income over expenditure of about £350. The final balance for the Meeting was £6265.37. Additionally, our account holds the Wiston Weekend deposit of £695.32.
Friends questioned the size of the reserves and to think about how we might use these funds. We heard suggestions including donations to Area Meeting, investment in good audio technology which we have identified as a priority for our Meeting and support to young people attending events. We also heard that there may be good uses for this money in future that we should retain it for. 
In 2023 we collected and distributed the following money to the causes we support: Failte Edinburgh (until they closed their appeal): £91, Jock Tamson’s Gairden £208.80 and Wiston Lodge £208.80. 
We thank Chris for his work on our accounts.

2024/02/05 Wiston Weekend
The 2023 organising team are not able to take on planning for the 2024 Wiston Weekend, which has been provisionally booked for 6-8 September 2024. Friends expressed regret and asked for more time to look into alternative arrangements. Ian has offered to contact Wiston Lodge and Friends in other Meetings to discuss arrangements. We refer this minute to the Area Meeting Clerking Team and ask them to take urgent and appropriate action. We thank the 2023 team for the work they put in.

2024/02/06 Causes to support 
Over the past two years we have supported three causes financially as beneficiaries of our collections at Meetings and of our ceilidh. These were Failte Edinburgh (until they closed their appeal), Wiston Lodge, and Jock Tamson’s Gairden. We would now like to consider support a new set of causes, starting in May 2024. 
Mary Jane spoke to us about L’Arche Bethlehem’s project Ma’an lil-Hayat (Together for Life), the first and only community project in Palestine that brings together people with and without intellectual disabilities to engage in creative textile-arts activities and share daily life together. 
Alastair spoke to us about the Art and Ecology Project at St Mary's Episcopal Cathedral. The A+E project works to address the climate and ecological crisis through a variety of means including curated exhibitions and events, art workshops, arts-activism, community garden and planting projects and educational events (like the Stepping Through a Doorway event they hosted for Quakers back in May). Lots of Quakers have been involved in the project - including quite a few from the Portobello and Mussleburgh Meeting. They will likely set up some specific Quaker-connected projects next year (partly inspired by the climate wellbeing workshop that took place back in May).
Chris Holman asked us to consider supporting the Quaker Meeting House in Ramallah who are actively involved in reconciliation work. This may enable us to build a lasting relationship with the Meeting there. 
We ask Friends to seek more details about these causes, including whether they are registered charities and opportunities to engage with them, and to bring these to our meeting May. 

2023/11/07 Representation at Area Meeting
We ask Mary Jane Elton to attend Area Meeting on our behalf on 23 March 2024 in Polmont.

2023/11/08 Date of next meeting 
Sunday 26th May 2024, at Bellfield 12.45-2pm . 
 
2023/11/09 Closing worship 
 
Signed 
 
 
 
Marian Willoner (co-clerk)		Sarah Martin (co-clerk)

