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Paper C: Ecumenical & Interfaith Engagement report
FULL VERSION

A key purpose of General Meeting for Scotland is to build relationships with other churches and faiths, and hence peacebuilding through building community and in sharing activities in which we have common testimony.

We appoint the following representatives
ACTION OF CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SCOTLAND (ACTS) 
Adwoa Burnley, Alternate Susan Mitchell (Martin Burnell is also a trustee)

CHURCH LEADERS FORUM (SCOTTISH CHRISTIAN FORUM)
Adwoa Burnley 

ECUMENICAL OFFICERS’ FORUM (SCOTTISH CHRISTIAN FORUM)
Mary Woodward 

FAITH IN COMMUNITY SCOTLAND
Kate Arnot 

INTERFAITH SCOTLAND REPRESENTATIVE
Kate Arnot 					

RELIGIOUS LEADERS FORUM (INTERFAITH SCOTLAND)
Kate Arnot		

INTERFAITH GROUP ON DOMESTIC ABUSE	
Margaret Roy		

IONA COMMUNITY BOARD (GM Link person)	
Stella Cranwell		

SCOTTISH FAITHS ACTION FOR REFUGEES  (GM link person)                                    
Lynne Barty                                    

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SCOTTISH COMMITTEE	
Kate Arnot		

QUAKER COMMITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN AND INTERFAITH RELATIONS
Appointed by BYM  Nigel Dower (our formal representative) but also Derek McLean .

In addition, our Parliamentary Engagement Group, with Sarah Komashko, our Parliamentary Engagement Officer, work closely with other bodies, such as Christian Aid, in furthering their work. We had a speaker from Christian Aid with us last year. The GM clerks also attend a variety of ecumenical events, through direct invitation, such as the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland and through Christian Aid. 

Reports appear throughout the year, although we pay special attention to them at our March meetings. Many reports appear in the Scottish Friend, and Friends are referred to the June and August editions and we shall note these. The Scottish Friend may be downloaded at the General Meeting (Quakers in Scotland) website at:  https://www.quakerscotland.org/general-meeting
See the right hand side of the first page.

Additional reports follow. 
National InterFaith Days – Kate Arnot 					page 2
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Scottish Faiths Action For Refugees - Lynne Barty			page 6


Kate Arnot: 2 National InterFaith Days,   November 2024
The first of these, Faith and Belief Conference, was organised by the Scottish Government and was by invitation. It was held in Edinburgh at the gorgeous Mansfield Traquair Centre. Attending were representatives from Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, including Crossroads, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Pagan and Sikh faiths. In addition there were representatives from Edinburgh Interfaith Association, Interfaith Glasgow and Interfaith Scotland. Plus the Evangelical Alliance. There were people  from the  Humanist Society of Scotland. There were scholars, consultants, voluntary organisations and BBC Scotland.  Finally there were representatives from several statutory agencies :- Careers, Colleges and Universities, Police, Scottish Government and the Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service. 
The Opening Address was by John Swinney who impressed me. Far too often politicians, especially senior politicians, at a Conference, come, deliver their own speech and leave, listening minimally to what others have to say. He stayed all morning and was clear that he had wanted to stay all day but was required to go back to Holyrood as the Budget was being delivered at Westminster that day and he had to be in the Scottish Parliament to respond.  He stated this was a significant day bringing together representatives from various faiths who had made such a contribution to the country Scotland is today. All major faiths have compassion as a key component of their belief and action and can contribute towards greater tolerance and understanding in a polarised culture.  He was followed by the Minister for Equalities Kaukab Stewart who underlined the vital work being carried out to tackle hatred by all faiths, collaborating and strengthening diversity. Both emphasised the importance of faith for individuals and for communities (this seems very unlike England where the InterFaith Network was dissolved in quite a Donald Trump way). Places of worship are open to all and were opened as soon as possible after COVID lockdowns ended as they are an enormous and vital resource, not just for individual believers but for the wider communities, providing as they do a vast range of services. 
The third speaker was Mona Siddique, Professor of Islamic Studies at Edinburgh University, who focussed on challenges for democracy with growing divisions and rapid changes in Europe.  
5 presentations followed:-
· A Jewish-Christian Glossary
· A Senior Public Sector Policy Adviser Role
· Challenging Conversations and Difficult Dialogues
· Iman Hussain Blood Donation Campaign Scotland
· Edinburgh Interfaith Association Roadshows 
I found the Iman Hussain Blood Donation presentation with speakers from the Scottish Ahlul Bayt Society and the Scottish Blood Transfusion Service the most interesting. A very focussed, perhaps narrow, initiative to increase – successfully – the number of Muslim blood donors.  
We had been allocated tables with the programme and these sessions were followed by tea, coffee, cake and networking through discussion sessions at our table. After lunch 2 people from BBC Scotland spoke and then followed questions and answers. The final formal session was a 30 minute faith forum with representatives of Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths.
The most useful aspect of the day for me was realising how blessed I am to live in Scotland with a government committed to valuing networking, service and action by so many faith communities.
The second National InterFaith Conference was organised by Interfaith Scotland to celebrate 20 years of Interfaith Week. The host city for the Conference was Dundee; the festival theme of ‘Discovery’ was inspired by Dundee. Interfaith Scotland  believe that encouraging people to discover and learn about the lives of others is an effective way to challenge prejudice and misunderstanding both inside of us and in the world around us.
We were welcomed to this celebration by Maureen Sier, Director of Interfaith Scotland, who will be known to many Scottish Friends and by the Lord Provost of Dundee - Councillor Bill Campbell. Dundee is a city of many different faiths.
They should have been followed by Kaukab Stewart, Minister for Equalities in the Scottish Government, but she was prevented so her statement was read by Maureen. Ms Stewart expressed heartfelt support and much appreciation for the work of Interfaith Scotland and faith communities.  
Frances Hume, National development Officer of Interfaith Scotland, then gave a history of the rich religious and cultural diversity shown during Interfaith week with Interfaith week being celebrated from Shetland to Dumfries (I recognised Quaker faces in the accompanying slides) with a huge range of projects and types of events and, importantly, Scottish Government support for these initiatives.  
3 brief interesting events followed, the launch of the Interfaith Tapestry, a gorgeous tapestry with, similar to the Quaker tapestry, much input from many individuals and groups, the Dundee University Choir and an account of how the Dundee Faith Covenant came about and its value to the city, the peoples of Dundee, including faith communities
Charandeep Singh then delivered the keynote address which is available on Interfaith Scotland website. He is the Deputy Chief Executive at the Scottish Chambers of Commerce and, as well as many other roles, he is the founding member of the Sikh food bank.
The final event of the morning, before lunch, was the awarding of three interfaith fellowship awards.
The afternoon sessions were workshops on:-
· Generations working together
· Engaging Young People in Interfaith Dialogue
· Supporting needs of faith communities in diverse settings
· Tackling hate crime in Scotland
The day finished with delicious anniversary cake and refreshments.
I found it to be a very valuable day and would like to thank General Meeting for enabling my participation at both fascinating days.




Stella Cranwell: Iona Community Board Report for GM March 2025
This is my first report as Quaker Rep on the Iona Community (IC) Board. 
IC is an ‘ international, ecumenical Christian movement working for peace and justice, the rebuilding of community and the renewal of worship. ‘  - taken from their publicity booklet. So in many ways it resonates with the Society of Friends, which makes it a comfortable Board to be on. (I also have a personal connection to the IC, having volunteered several times in the Abbey centre on the isle of Iona and worked part time in their Glasgow Office). 
The most recent meeting that I attended was on the 5th February 2025, where the main business was to read and discuss the report which will go to the Church of Scotland General Assembly in May. It provides a comprehensive overview of the IC current work within their 5 year plan. Their theme until 2029 is 
Rooted in Hope: Lived in Community. 
Overall, the IC is working in a dynamic and forward thinking manner. They are trying to increase publicity and raise awareness of who they are and what they stand for, to encourage growth in membership (and of course increase revenue). 
In 2023 they started a Community Learn initiative, which is going well. As well as wider education on issues of concern, there is a Volunteer pathway course, which hopefully will be accredited this year. 
They have 9 Community Concern Networks, which are closely aligned to our Quaker concerns – and similarly to Friends, they provide the opportunity to discuss and plan actions in smaller groups with those with share special interests.  
The centre on Iona is thriving – and all are invited and welcome to spend a week there if you can afford it. There is a Peacebuilding Week in August of this year – I see that one of the Leaders is Rebecca Bellamy, who is Quaker. Unfortunately it’s fully booked, but look out for reports written afterwards. Camas, their centre on Mull, which focuses on young people, is also doing well, though is having a sabbatical this year while attention is paid to essential repairs.  
As the Quaker rep I haven’t felt moved to speak during the meetings – only to ask for clarification occasionally. However, it seems to me that part of my role as the Quaker rep is to help foster our relationship with the IC and to this end I have started to make closer contact with members of the IC in my locality, in order to share with Friends any events/activities that they might wish to collaborate with. 
For more information here’s the link to the IC website:
Welcome to the Iona Community - A Christian ecumenical community
                        Yours in friendship, Stella Cranwell (Perth Local Meeting)


Lynne Barty: SCOTTISH FAITHS ACTION FOR REFUGEES 
Lynne forwards this report, which is edited. It is long, but gives context to what we participate in, that Friends may not be aware of.

Update report on activities and outcomes 2024 and future plans 
Key achievements 
✓ Initiated productive conversations with the Scottish Government and Scottish Refugee Council throughout the development process of the New Scots Refugee Integration strategy, ensuring that faith communities were included in the consultation, and their contributions reflected in the final strategy and delivery plan. As a result of this and the high regard SFAR is held by the Scottish Government and Scottish Refugee Council, the co-ordinator has been invited to join the New Scots Core Group to oversee implementation of the strategy. 
✓ Ensured that faith communities are actively participating in advocacy for people seeking asylum, including opposition to the inhumane Rwanda scheme, and ongoing campaigning for free bus travel for asylum seekers in Scotland, including responding to the Scottish Government U-Turn. 
✓ Provided training and resources to faith communities ahead of the General Election to empower faith communities to advocate for people seeking sanctuary when speaking to candidates and newly elected MPs 
✓ Supported the Church of Scotland Moderator to host a dinner and dialogue between faith leaders and leading figures in the refugee sector, and following the recommendations from that dialogue supported the Church of Scotland to take an increasingly proactive role in challenging harmful anti-migrant and anti-refugee rhetoric. 
✓ Responded to the far-right rioting across England and NI by releasing a joint statement with Interfaith Scotland and Faith in Community Scotland, by distributing a briefing to contacts, and by meeting with the Minister of Equalities to share faith perspectives on the violence. 
✓ Published ‘Stand up for Sanctuary’– a worship resource for Sanctuary Sunday 2024, as well as contributing to the Church of Scotland Weekly Worship for 23rd June 2024. 
✓ Oversaw the Faithful Welcome programme in partnership with Faith in Community Scotland through its current phase of development, ensuring that it remains an effective and invaluable support network for faith communities across Scotland assisting people seeking asylum. 

1.1. Advice and support 
The Co-ordinator provides free advice and support for faith communities across Scotland on practical, societal and ethical issues relating to refugees and asylum seekers. 
✓ We continue to provide a single point of contact for enquiries, questions and suggestions for work at a local, regional and national level, which is practical, useful and co-ordinated. This 
central point for advice continues to be important as the situation remains uncertain and is constantly changing, particularly as relates to the asylum system. 
✓ In response to the shocking wave of violent racist and anti-refugee rioting in August 2024, SFAR shared key information and safety advice to groups to allow them to stay safe during a turbulent period, as well as issuing a joint statement denouncing the violence. 
✓ We maintain an up-to-date website and profile where we share relevant information. In July 2024 the website was reviewed to update information and improve accessibility. 
✓ Similarly, we are a first point of contact for charities and local authorities looking for advice on faith-related matters (e.g. connecting their service users with a faith community). 
✓ We also continue to have an active online presence which provides faith communities with up to date information on current issues, resources, events and opportunities: website, Facebook and Twitter. 

1.2. Awareness-raising and resourcing 
Strongly connected to the ad-hoc advice and support is the need to increase faith groups’ understanding on the global and national situation, issues affecting refugees and asylum seekers and what role faith groups can play to offer a meaningful response. An increased awareness is the first step for most faith communities in offering sustained practical support to refugees in their communities or international programmes. 
✓ Throughout 2024 the Co-ordinator spoke at local faith communities (e.g. Forthview Parish Church), regional faith-based bodies (e.g. Scottish Episcopal Church West Regional Council), national bodies (e.g. Diaconate Council), and faith-based organisation (e.g. Scripture Union Scotland). These opportunities were used to raise awareness of issues facing refugees and people seeking asylum, and to provide ideas and inspiration on ways to get involved. 
✓ The co-ordinator has partnered with EVOC and other Edinburgh based organisations to plan and deliver events for the wider refugee sector. This includes hosting a session on ‘Building Community Together’ at the New Scots Huddle event on 20th August, as well as being a part of the leadership team of the second New Scots Gathering conference on 3rd December. 
✓ We offered and delivered relevant training on working and engaging with refugees and asylum seekers for faith communities, including specialised training for groups working with Ukrainians focusing on culture and trauma. 
✓ SFAR organises the distribution and covers the postage costs of the resource Sanctuary in Scotland which is available, and free, to all faith communities in Scotland. 
✓ The Co-ordinator regularly contributes to faith-based publications, magazines and newsletters (e.g. Life and Work, Ascend, Scottish Episcopal institute Journal). 
✓ SFAR regularly communicates with contacts to share resources and funding (e.g. Refugee Festival Scotland funding). 

1.3. Two-way integration 
SFAR actively promotes two-way integration and seeks to ensure that faith communities feel empowered and equipped to support asylum seekers and refugees at home and abroad. The aim is that faith groups actively seek to involve refugees and asylum seekers in community life and play an active role in supporting refugee integration. 
✓ SFAR has been assigned two delivery outcomes in the Scottish Government’s New Scots Integration Strategy Delivery Plan. One outcome to improve participation with the New scots Connect Map and another to continue the work of the Faithful Welcome Partnership. 
✓ Through the Faithful Welcome partnership project with Faith in Community Scotland we provide support and training for faith communities. In 2023 we reviewed the remit of the partnership to ensure it remains effective at supporting the needs of New Scots. 
✓ The Work of the Faithful Welcome partnership includes: 
- supporting networks and partnerships for faith groups to share experiences, ideas and resources. In addition to existing networks in Erskine, Paisley and Glasgow we have developed a new network in Bathgate and supporting work in Aberdeen, Dumfries and Edinburgh. 
- An ongoing relational funding programme to pilot local activities (small grants normally of up to £500 for groups we are working with). This has been particularly useful where faith groups are engaging with new asylum hotels in their areas. 
- building the confidence of New Scots through the faith group network and to ensure that the work is embedded in the lived experience of New Scots. FiCS have organised regular gatherings for New Scots, hosted by local faith groups. The centre of these gatherings is sharing food, experiences, friendship, skills and hospitality. 
- We continue to draw alongside faith communities for capacity building, training and community development work. 
✓ We have developed a positive working relationship with Mears Group (the asylum accommodation provider in Scotland) to ensure and co-ordinated faith-based response to the setting up of new asylum accommodation across Scotland. 
✓ We support local faith groups to engage in existing integration projects both faith-based and not (e.g. Christmas hamper initiative, Weekend Club etc.). 

1.4. Strengthening Worship 
A key outcome for SFAR is that faith groups have an active prayer life that is marked by regular services, reflections, bible studies, vigils and prayer for and with those displaced. As part of this SFAR works to create, support, and share resources that are useful for faith communities and support their worship. 
✓ We produced the publication ‘Stand up for Sanctuary’ – a worship resource for Sanctuary Sunday 2024. This year’s resource had an increased focus on advocacy and being vocal in support for people seeking sanctuary. It included a diverse voices and perspectives ranging from Glasgow based church leaders, to detainees at Scotland only immigration removal centre, to international partners working on humanitarian corridors in the Mediterranean 
The feedback of this resource was positive and it has been used widely amongst congregations in Scotland. 
✓ For Sanctuary Sunday we also produced a weekly worship resource. Weekly Worship offers individuals and congregations a range of suggested material which can be used to develop worship for Sunday services (bible passages, sermon ideas, personal stories, song suggestions and prayers). 
✓ SFAR organises the distribution and covers the postage costs of the resource God With Us which is available, free, to all faith communities in Scotland. 
✓ We highlight and promote the faith-based resources of other faith communities on Sanctuary. 

1.5. Speaking Out 
SFAR seeks to play a role in enabling faith groups feel confident to speak up on issues of injustice relating to asylum seekers and refugees and is keen that churches actively make use of their prophetic voice. This includes supporting, encouraging and promoting advocacy efforts to promote the welfare of refugees and asylum seekers, and enabling faith groups to challenge inhumane policies and rhetoric in politics and the media which demean refugees and asylum seekers or which seek to exploit. 
✓ SFAR has continued to campaign for free bus travel for asylum seekers in Scotland. Follow the Scottish Government’s announcement of support SFAR wrote to thank the Scottish Ministers. When the shock U-Turn on the policy arrived SFAR joined with partners in calling for a reconsideration. Collaborating with the Church of Scotland communications Team the co-ordinator was quoted in several news articles (Kirk urges Scottish Government to restore free bus passes for asylum seekers policy) 
✓ SFAR lead faith communities in campaigning against the Rwanda Plan. We assisted the Church of Scotland Moderator to write to Scottish MPs ahead of the vote on the Safety of Rwanda Act, making clear the ways that bill would harm refugees and contravene international law. The letter was quoted in Parliament by Alison Thewliss MP. 
✓ In a climate of rising tension SFAR campaigned to challenge hostile rhetoric towards refugees and asylum seekers. This involved the hosting of the Speak up for Sanctuary Webinar, a training session for faith groups on how to voice our support for refugees and asylum seekers. We also drafted a deliverance at the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland that challenged dehumanising rhetoric towards migrants, and arranged a letter to a senior Scottish politician challenging their use of divisive rhetoric in the Scottish Parliament. 
✓ In March 2024 the SFAR co-ordinator was requested to attend a meeting with Emma Roddick, Scottish Minster for Equalities, Migration and Refugees. The Minister wanted to know more about the work of SFAR and the intersection between faith and refugees. The co-ordinator used the opportunity to ask about progress on free bus travel for asylum seekers (see below). 
✓ In August 2024 SFAR issued a joint statement with Interfaith Scotland and Faith in Community Scotland condemning the wave of far-right violence against migrants and Muslim communities seen across England. 
✓ SFAR improved engagement with the Scottish Government Connected Communities – Asylum and Refugee Integration Team, Faith and Belief Team. This has led to SFAR being included as a partner in the New Scots Integration Strategy Delivery Plan, and to the SFAR co-ordinator being invited to membership of the New Scots Core Group, bring faith perspectives to the oversight of the New Scots Strategy as it is implemented. 
✓ The co-ordinator participated in the Home Office led Faith Leaders Working Group, looking specifically at the issue of religious conversion within the asylum system. The co-ordinator was able to offer advice on making accurate assessment claims, as well as challenge Home Office practices which misrepresent Christian beliefs. They were also the sole representative from Scotland. 
✓ SFAR participated in key memorial events with the Ukrainian Community, including laying a wreath at the Memorial for the Second Anniversary of the War in Ukraine, and attending the Edinburgh Defenders Day memorial Service. Congregations were encouraged to show solidarity with the Ukrainian Community at these sensitive times. 

1.6. Partnership 
The strength of SFAR is that there is one co-ordinated faith response to support asylum seekers and refugees. The work of SFAR builds on the strong partnership amongst faith communities in Scotland who unite over their commitment to see refugees and asylum seekers thrive locally, nationally and internationally. 
✓ The co-ordinator assisted the Church of Scotland Moderator to host a dinner and discussion between Faith Leaders and leading voices in the Refugee sector including Sabir Zazai (SRC), Larry Bottnick (UNHCR), and Alison Phipps (University of Glasgow). The dinner discussion as centred around our responses to rising hostility towards migrants and how faith groups can listen well and over effective support to New Scots. 
✓ Good working relationships were fostered between partnership members: seven Christian denominations, the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities, the Muslim Council of Scotland, the Scottish Ahlul Bayt Society, the Baháʼí Community, Interfaith Scotland and Faith in Community Scotland. Such an approach is unique in the UK. While events in the Middle East have placed immense strain on many interfaith organisations, we are proud to say that our shared commitment to hospitality and welcome remains strong and SFAR continues to be a genuinely multi-faith project. 
✓ The SFAR co-ordinator has met with David Mason of HIAS+JCORE, a Jewish refugee charity based in London, to discuss the possibility of an interfaith refugee advocacy network for England and Wales. The co-ordinator was able to share valuable insights from our experience as a multi-faith partnership. 
✓ Two meetings are hosted every year to bring together faith representatives, update on the work of SFAR, discuss shared ideas and concerns, and strengthen relationships. The Co-ordinator also reports to relevant faith committees where requested. 
✓ SFAR partnership members receive frequent update emails from the Co-ordinator outlining relevant policy issues, opportunities for involvement, and events 
✓ SFAR have developed a positive working relationship with the Communications team of the Church of Scotland and have co-written several refugee focused articles and news stories. 
✓ SFAR continues to strengthen ecumenical relationships. It connects with Churches Together in Britain and Ireland’s Churches Refugee Network Churches; the Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe and the multi-faith network A World of Neighbours. SFAR has strong links with other faith-based organisations working in the sector like the Joint Public Issues Team, Welcome Churches, Jubilee+, Christian Aid and the Jesuit Refugee Service. 
✓ SFAR continues to strengthen links with secular organisations (Scottish Refugee Council, Universities, Citizens UK, Reset, and a host of local organisations like the Welcoming Association and Refugee Action) and Local Authorities’ Refugee and Migration Teams, Mears Group, Migrant Help, and Scottish Government. 
✓ SFAR continues to host the New Scots Edinburgh Steering Group which brings together faith communities and secular partners to strengthen the refugee work in the City of Edinburgh. 
✓ SFAR is a member of the A World of Neighbours Practitioners Network which brings together faith groups from across Europe who work with refugees and asylum seekers. The Co-ordinator also represented the Church of Scotland at the General Assembly of the Churches Commission for Migrants in Europe. These pan-European networks strengthen ties across different nations and enables learning and exchange, and building capacity across Europe. 

2. Context for future work 
In each SFAR funding report for the past few years we have included a summary of the global, national and Scottish contexts in which we work. In the years that SFAR has been active the situation of refugees domestically and internationally had changed radically, and sadly often for the worse. It is important to stay aware of emerging trends. Below is a brief overview and the Co-ordinator would be happy to come speak to faith committees to give more detailed updates. 

2.1. International Context 
SFAR continues to operate in a world where war and conflict drive ever more people to flee their homes. The number of forcibly displaced people worldwide now over 117 million, once again an increase on the previous year. This has been driven by a number of emerging and ongoing. humanitarian crises. 
The largest displacement came from the chronically underreported conflict in Sudan. An estimated 1.2 million people had fled the country and a further 9.1 million Sudanese are displaced. The devastating war in Gaza and Lebanon has also driven mass displacement. Over 90% of Gaza’s 2.1 million residents are displaced, as are a further 100,000 Israelis and over 1.2 million Lebanese, including many Syrian refugees, now displaced once more. Ongoing wars in Myanmar and Ukraine also continue to drive millions to flee. And across the world millions seek sanctuary from persecution at the hands of repressive regimes. 
The trends clearly indicate that the needs of refugees and displaced persons are rising and show little signs of slowing, let along reversing. We must therefore redouble our commitment to care for those who have been forced on the road or the seas. 

2.2. National Context 
This past year was a time of political change for the UK, yet many of the same underlying issues remain. For the first half of the year, the then Conservative government pursued its Rwanda plan. This scheme attended to remove people, even those with valid grounds for asylum, to Rwanda with no grounds to return to the UK. This was in contravention of international law and was widely decried as inhuman and ineffective. In the face of court defeats and massive resistance the Government continued to pursue this goal, but with the general election saw a chance in leadership and the plan was immediately scrapped. The UK Government spent an estimated £700 million on the Rwanda scheme, and ultimately only 4 people travelled to Rwanda, all voluntarily. 
The other signature policy of the previous Government was the ‘Stop the Boats’ agenda seeking to end irregular crossings of the English Channel. This was unsuccessful with 2024 being the second highest year on record for crossings. The Labour Government has continued to pursue deterrence agenda promising to ‘Smash the gangs’ that facilitate these journeys. However, history has shown that deterrence is rarely effective and risks making crossings less safe. Deaths in the channel have continued to rise through 2024. The only serious alternative to irregular crossings is safe and legal routes, which sadly have not been forthcoming. 
This year also saw the explosion of far-right rioting across England and Northern Ireland. Much of the rhetoric of the rioters was deeply anti-migrant as well as being racist. Faith groups should be conscious of the increasingly open Islamophobia of the far right, the widespread employment of antisemitic conspiracy theories, and the co-opting by the far right of Christian symbols and language. 
Other resettlement schemes continue to be in operation. The Ukraine Family Scheme and Homes for Ukraine scheme, created in response to the invasion of Ukraine by Russia, remain open to Ukrainians with new arrivals every week. At the same time, the evacuation of Afghans continues as well as the resettlement of families from areas of conflict through the global resettlement scheme. These are incredibly valuable for the families within them, however at just 3,408 people resettled in the year ending June 2023 this is a tiny fraction compared the numbers claiming asylum, let alone the scale of the worldwide issue. 

2.3. Scottish Context 
Scotland continues to be home to many refugees and asylum seekers, known collectively as “New Scots”. This year the Scottish Government published the latest iteration of the New Scots Refugee Integration Strategy. This commits Scotland to be a welcoming nation and is underpinned by principles such as Integration from day one of arrival and the involvement of people with lived experience of force displacement. 
There are currently around 5,000 people seeking asylum, who are living in Scotland. They are provided accommodation through Mears Housing, which unfortunately still has to rely on hotels for accommodation. Asylum support rates, set by the Home Office, currently sit at £49.18 per week or £8.86 if you are in a hotel. There rates trap people in poverty and mean that even basic essentials are unaffordable. 
Refugee organisations in Scotland welcomed the announcement last year that the Sottish Government was considering free bus travel for people seeking asylum, and were dismayed when the pilot scheme was suddenly scrapped. We welcomed the Scottish Parliament vote reaffirming commitment and will be lobbying the Scottish Government to fulfil its original promise. 
Since the start of the war in Ukraine 24,500 Ukrainians have arrived in Scotland via the Homes for Ukraine scheme, with the majority arriving under the Scottish Government Super Sponsor scheme. Of those an estimated 20,000 remain living in Scotland. Ukrainian people were offered an initial 3-year visa, with a 1.5-year extension added in 2023. Past that initial 4.5 years there has been no indication as to the UK governments plans regarding long term status. As the war continues the number of Ukrainians indicating they would prefer to stay in the UK rather than return to Ukraine is growing.

3. Future plans in 2025 and beyond 
2025 will make the 10th anniversary of the founding of Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees. This is a moment of mixed feelings. On the one hand 10 years of multi-faith partnership and collaboration is something to be celebrated, especially given the pressure recent events have placed on interfaith relationships. On the other it is sobering to be reminded that in those 10 years a further 50 million people have been forced to flee their homes. It is with heavy hearts we say that the work of SFAR remains critical and that faith communities have a key role to play in welcoming New Scots. 
We will continue to advance our 6 main areas of work outlined above (Advice and support for local, regional and national faith communities, awareness raising, capacity building and resourcing, promoting two-way integration, enabling a spiritual response, speaking out and strengthening partnerships and joint-working) to ensure that faith groups are playing an active role in integration support. 
In addition, specific additional work planned includes: 
✓ Deliver on the two outcomes assigned to us in the New Scots Delivery Plan 
o 2.12 Encourage local faith groups to register their information on New Scots Connect and provide information about faith-based services (both general support and worship spaces) in multiple languages that are accessible for New Scots. 
o 4.7 Provide training, awareness raising and access to small grants funding to faith communities looking to welcome New Scots. 
✓ Mark the 10th Anniversary of SFAR by exploring options for a joint worship service on Sanctuary Sunday, and a celebration event later in 2024 
✓ Developing new resources for refugee week and Sanctuary Sunday that will assist faith communities in running events that include and empower New Scots. 
✓ Seek to build on the momentum created by the Rwanda opposition and Free Bus Pass campaign to grow the confidence and capacity for faith groups to engage in advocacy for New Scots. 
✓ Contribute to the New Scots Core Group to ensure that the perspectives of faith groups are included in the evaluation and monitoring of the New Scots Strategy and its implementation across Scotland. 

4. Funding for SFAR 
As of September 2024, the SFAR partnership’s work is delivered by a project co-ordinator, 0.8 FTE split between two people, employed by the Church of Scotland. The core costs of £75,253 (2024) covered staff costs, travel and subsistence and project delivery costs. Administrative and other office support (IT, payroll, pensions, media, line management etc.) continues to be provided by the Church of Scotland. SFAR continues to deliver work across broad areas but requires the continued input from SFAR partners. At the end of 2020 it was agreed amongst the partners that financing SFAR going forward must include significant annual commitments from the participating partners, preferably covering at least half of the project budget. We are delighted and very grateful to partners that supported us in 2024. recognising increased pressures on finances we would hope for similar or higher funding levels for 2024. 
Esther Rowan Moodie, Co-ordinator Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees 
December 2024

(General Meeting for Scotland contributes to SFAR annually).



PAPER E: PATTERNS OF MEMBERSHIP
FULL VERSION

‘Tabular Statement’ is a traditional term referring to the presentation of the annual membership and attendership figures. We receive the figures for 2024 from the Area Meetings. 
Tabular statement 2024
	 
	2024
	2023
	2022

	 
	Members
	Attenders
	Attenders
	Members
	Attenders
	Attenders
	Members
	Attenders
	Attenders

	
	
	(adults)
	(children)
	
	(adults)
	(children)
	
	(adults)
	(children)

	East
	68
	49
	8
	69
	47
	11
	77
	63
	11

	North
	131
	98
	15
	133
	102
	6
	131
	100
	16

	South East
	248
	233
	46
	237
	223
	58
	240
	215
	49

	West
	233
	156
	9
	231
	181
	24
	228
	197
	20

	Total
	680
	536
	78
	670
	553
	99
	676
	575
	96



All members included above are adults (16 and over)

Last year, the clerk was asked to extend backwards the Tabular Statement figures for Scotland so we had an overview of the changes over a greater period of years.  This paper is for reference and to give an idea of where we find ourselves.

The statistics below are compiled from published Tabular Statements. The summaries from Britain Yearly Meeting contain a wealth of information. These summaries of the area meeting tabular statements are published every year as Patterns of membership, and can be viewed and downloaded from the Britain Yearly Meeting website: see https://www.quaker.org.uk/ym/all-meetings

The columns below give the totals for numbers of Quakers (members, attenders and children) in Scotland for the years 1972-2024, together with the number of local meetings in Scotland. The numbers of Quakers in the four Area Meetings are given for the years 2005-2024 as well. 







	
	EAST
	NORTH
	SOUTH EAST
	WEST
	SCOTLAND TOTAL 
	MEMBERS
	ATTENDERS
	CHILDREN
	LOCAL MEETINGS

	1972
	
	
	
	
	1036
	468
	285
	283
	11

	1973
	
	
	
	
	1099
	492
	293
	314
	12

	1974
	
	
	
	
	1090
	513
	285
	292
	13

	1975
	
	
	
	
	1098
	515
	278
	305
	12

	1976
	
	
	
	
	1128
	524
	297
	307
	12

	1977
	
	
	
	
	1071
	499
	283
	289
	15

	1978
	
	
	
	
	1106
	515
	345
	246
	17

	1979
	
	
	
	
	1119
	528
	352
	239
	19

	1980
	
	
	
	
	1026
	530
	295
	201
	19

	1981
	
	
	
	
	1078
	540
	322
	216
	19

	1982
	
	
	
	
	1046
	538
	315
	193
	20

	1983
	
	
	
	
	1053
	535
	315
	203
	19

	1984
	
	
	
	
	1229
	546
	401
	282
	19

	1985
	
	
	
	
	1207
	566
	383
	258
	21

	1986
	
	
	
	
	1277
	572
	418
	287
	21

	1987
	
	
	
	
	1304
	591
	419
	294
	22

	1988
	
	
	
	
	1383
	595
	502
	286
	23

	1989
	
	
	
	
	1409
	615
	500
	294
	25

	1990
	
	
	
	
	1429
	632
	507
	290
	26

	1991
	
	
	
	
	1472
	653
	521
	298
	27

	1992
	
	
	
	
	1534
	659
	551
	324
	29

	1993
	
	
	
	
	1583
	667
	587
	329
	29

	1994
	
	
	
	
	1609
	684
	601
	324
	29

	1995
	
	
	
	
	1547
	698
	567
	282
	31

	1996
	
	
	
	
	1591
	725
	577
	289
	31

	1997
	
	
	
	
	1575
	720
	569
	286
	30

	1998
	
	
	
	
	1580
	716
	580
	284
	30

	1999
	
	
	
	
	1512
	701
	545
	266
	29

	2000
	
	
	
	
	1474
	687
	525
	262
	30

	2001
	
	
	
	
	1408
	688
	493
	227
	31

	2002
	
	
	
	
	1413
	689
	518
	206
	31

	2003
	
	
	
	
	1458
	698
	551
	209
	32

	2004
	
	
	
	
	1449
	701
	546
	202
	35

	2005
	164
	292
	544
	465
	1445
	710
	532
	203
	36

	2006
	169
	291
	546
	447
	1453
	713
	549
	191
	34

	2007
	188
	292
	565
	429
	1474
	722
	566
	186
	33

	2008
	184
	283
	446
	389
	1429
	726
	520
	183
	33

	2009
	190
	309
	562
	411
	1472
	732
	563
	177
	33

	2010
	174
	268
	598
	416
	1456
	719
	547
	190
	33

	2011
	183
	308
	608
	462
	1561
	705
	666
	190
	34

	2012
	180
	309
	598
	454
	1541
	707
	627
	207
	34

	2013
	189
	315
	540
	455
	1499
	694
	618
	187
	37

	2014
	178
	299
	586
	485
	1548
	694
	663
	191
	38

	2015
	159
	310
	635
	452
	1546
	683
	732
	131
	38

	2016
	161
	278
	602
	449
	1490
	686
	682
	122
	36

	2017
	154
	287
	597
	463
	1501
	685
	683
	133
	34

	2018
	144
	268
	516
	444
	1372
	692
	545
	135
	34

	2019
	137
	237
	505
	426
	1305
	683
	507
	115
	33

	2020
	144
	255
	505
	443
	1347
	678
	550
	119
	32

	2021
	144
	258
	500
	443
	1342
	687
	550
	105
	33

	2022
	151
	247
	504
	445
	1347
	676
	575
	96
	33

	2023
	127
	241
	518
	436
	1322
	670
	553
	99
	31

	2024
	125
	244
	527
	398
	1294
	680
	536
	78
	



[image: ]


Totals vary from year to year according to new members being made (‘convincements’), members moving into the area or out (transfers in and out), memberships terminated (no longer wishing to remain or uncontactable) and deaths. The numbers of attenders varies from year to year, and as there is no formal definition of what makes an attender, numbers can vary according to how a meeting lists them. The table below is an extract from the 2023 tabular statement for Scotland that indicates how these numbers can vary over a ten year period. The columns to the right indicate how Friends come in and depart as members.  

[image: ]



Figure 1, below, is taken from Britain Yearly Meeting’s analysis for the years 2013 – 2023 (the latest we have). The four Scottish Area Meetings are indicated by a star. 

What is interesting is how stable, on the whole, membership and attendership figures are for the largest Area Meeting, SE Scotland. Figures for members and attenders have hardly changed in these ten years. West Scotland figures are also close. Those for East and North Scotland show wider disparity, but still closer than most other AMs in England and Wales.  

The following table 2, BYM membership statistics for 1935 – 2023 is again for reference, to indicate the wider YM trends.
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