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Th e  de adline  for th e  ne xt e dition of W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is
W e dne sday, 18 Fe bruary.  

Copy sh ould be  se nt to th e  e ditor, Jane  M itch e ll, e ith e r on pape r or 
disk , by post to 

Kirk ok e rry, M illh ouse , Tigh nabruaich , Argyll PA21 2BW , 
or in W ord or plain te xt by e m ail to:      w sq n@ ph one coop.coop.
Te le ph one    0845 345 719 6 or 01700 811229 .

Th e  opinions e xpre sse d in th is publication are  th ose  of 
individuals. Th e y do not ne ce ssarily re pre se nt th e  vie w  
of th e  Re ligious Socie ty of Frie nds (Quak e rs).

Ne w  Ye ars Day 2009
Th is m orning as soon as it w as ligh t, tw o of us se t off to w alk  th e  tw o 
m ile s to O ste l Bay, a w onde rful sandy be ach  look ing south  to cloud-
cappe d Arran, not on a public road. Th e  tide  h appe ne d to be  w e ll out 
and w e  m ade  footste ps in th e  sand at th e  e dge  of th e  se a. By th e  tim e  w e  
w e re  clim bing up th rough  th e  w oods aw ay from  th e  bay th e  se a h ad 
cove re d our track s. W e  saw  no one  e lse  until w e  w e re  ne arly h om e  again.

M e anw h ile  Israe l continue s to bom b Gaza, w h ich  is alre ady sh ort of 
basic food supplie s, fue l and m e dical facilitie s. I do not se e  h ow  th is can 
re duce  th e  prospe ct of te rrorist attack s.

A Pe ace ful Ne w  Ye ar.

I am  ve ry grate ful to Jane tte  W alk insh aw  for proofre ading th is issue .

Editor

W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is available  online  (in PDF form at) at 
w w w .q uak e rscotland.org/w e st
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 Cle rk ’s Le tte r
Trust m e  - I’m  a H um an Be ing
A fe w  days ago I h ad to clim b on our roof to re m ove  som e  tw igs w h ich  a 
fam ily of jack daw s h ad h e lpfully stuffe d dow n th e  ch im ne ypot to build a 
ne st. I m ade  a spe cial roof ladde r and as I clim be d up it I re alise d th at if 
I h ad be e n acting in m y e ngine e ring capacity I w ould not h ave  be e n 
allow e d to do th is w ith out a w ritte n risk  asse ssm e nt, safe ty rope s and at 
le ast one  oth e r pe rson. Maybe  I sh ouldn’t h ave  tak e n th e  risk  but I 
truste d m y ow n abilitie s and th e  stre ngth  of th e  ladde r – and I survive d.

Th e  tragic de ath  of ‘Baby P’ h igh ligh ts w h at h appe ns w h e n w e  re ly on 
follow ing proce dure s rath e r th an fi nding out w h at is re ally h appe ning; 
and w h e n som e th ing goe s w rong w e  fi nd an individual to blam e  as if 
th at w ill sort out th e  proble m . In re ality th e  re sponsibility re sts w ith  
m any pe ople , not le ast th e  tw o adults w h o dire ctly contribute d to th e  
de ath . W h at w as it in th e ir live s and upbringing w h ich  allow e d th e m  to 
do such  a th ing? W e  dum p so m any of th e  proble m s w h ich  our socie ty 
h as cre ate d on th e  de sk s of social w ork e rs and e xpe ct th e m  to sort th e m  
out. Ce rtainly th e re  sh ould be  ch e ck s on social w ork e rs but th e se  sh ould 
be  in th e  form  of inspe ctions of th e  w ork  th e y do rath e r th an th e  
proce dure s th at sh ould be  follow e d.

I h ave  just fi nish e d re ading a book  about a viole nt offe nde r w h o w as 
brough t up in a fam ily in Saltcoats w h e re  th e re  w as routine  ph ysical 
abuse  by th e  fath e r. H e  spe nt h is e arly ye ars in a succe ssion of approve d 
sch ools, borstals and prisons but h e  gradually be gan to se e  th e  pointle ss-
ne ss of h is viole nt be h aviour and h e  starte d a Standard Grade  course . H e  
e ve ntually obtaine d a Maste rs de gre e  in social w ork  and now  w ork s as a 
se nior social w ork e r in Ayrsh ire . O ne  w ould e xpe ct th at h e  w ould be  an 
ide al pe rson to re late  to and h e lp young offe nde rs in a sim ilar position, 
but h e  adm its th at h e  is discourage d from  using h is pe rsonal e xpe rie nce  
in h is w ork . In fact if it h ad h appe ne d today h e  w ould ne ve r h ave  be e n 
allow e d to e ve n start a social w ork  course  be cause  of h is back ground. 

Th e  jack daw s h ave  a lot to answ e r for.

Martin Manse ll
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 Re ports
Are a Me e ting (AM): Milngavie , 15 Nove m be r
Anoth e r Me e ting H ouse ?
Re port by Anne  Dunford
M ilngavie  is som e  distance  aw ay 
from  us, so w e  de cide d to tak e  th e  
cam pe r van and stay ove rnigh t 
afte r th e  m e e ting. Le aving th e  van 
ne ar th e  station, w e  w e re  glad of 
th e  w alk  up to St Andre w s Ch urch  
to stre tch  our le gs afte r th e  th re e -
h our journe y.

Th e  re ading (29 .06) w as a pie ce  
w ritte n in 19 87 by H e le n Ste ve n, 
re fl e cting on h e r tim e  spe nt in 
Vie tnam  in th e  19 70s, com m e nt-
ing on our de struction of th e  
e arth ’s scarce  re source s and h ow  
e xtre m e ly arrogant th e  w e ste rn 
w orld can be  in th ink ing w e  h ave  
th e  m onopoly of spiritual truth . 
Th is re ading fi tte d w e ll w ith  
Alastair Macintosh ’s talk  in th e  
afte rnoon.

Afte r th e  usual re ports h ad be e n 
de live re d, it w as w ith  som e  re lie f 
th at I h e ard our cle rk  say th at th e  
th irte e nth  ite m  on th e  age nda – 
our proposal for th e  purch ase  of a 
building in W igtow n for a 
m e e ting h ouse  – w as be ing 
brough t forw ard. 

Ne w ton Ste w art M e e ting h ad 
discusse d at le ngth  th e  possibil-
itie s and practicalitie s involve d in 
th is ve nture . W e  w e re  pre pare d to 
‘live  adve nturously’, but w e  

w onde re d w h at th e  re sponse  from  
oth e r Frie nds w ould be  to our 
proposal. Afte r Le s and I h ad 
pre se nte d our case , Ne w ton 
Ste w art Frie nds w e re  h e arte ne d 
to h e ar th e  ve ry supportive  
com m e nts, but it w as tim e  for 
lunch  and th e  m atte r, offi cially 
anyw ay, w as put on h old.

Four ch oice s of soup! Th ank  you 
M ilngavie  for ste pping in at sh ort 
notice  to provide  ge ne rous 
h ospitality. O ve r lunch  w e  h ad 
ve ry positive  com m e nts from  
Frie nds. All se e m e d to support 
our proposal.

Afte r a sligh t dive rsion w h e n 
th e  alarm  w e nt off, w e  re turne d 
upstairs for th e  talk  by Alastair 
Macintosh .

Im age s of m e lting glacie rs, a 
graph  sh ow ing th e  drastic e ffe ct 
of burning so m uch  fossil fue l, 
m aps sh ow ing h ow  se a le ve ls w ill 
rise , e xam ple s of m otivational 
m ark e ting all com bine d to 
re inforce  th e  m e ssage  th at our 
plane t is suffe ring as a dire ct 
conse q ue nce  of h um an be h aviour. 
Can w e  as th e  olde r ge ne ration 
bring som e  spiritual w isdom  into 
socie ty? W ill th is h e lp? Clim ate  
ch ange  is h appe ning but can w e  
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Me e ting for Suffe rings (MfS): 2 De ce m be r 2006 
(2)

use  it as a spiritual opportunity? 
Can w e  sw itch  pe ople  on to th e  
ide a of th at of God w ith in? Can 
th is counte ract th e  appe al of th e  
gre at te m ple s of consum e rism , or 
w ill sh opping still be  th e  m ain 
re ligion for m any? Many questions. 
Much  food for th ough t.

More  food for th ough t 
re garding th e  purch ase  of th e  
building in W igtow n follow e d. 
Th e  truste e s h ad discusse d th e  
situation ove r lunch , and agre e d 
in principle  to th e  purch ase . It 
took  a w h ile  h ow e ve r for us to 
clarify th e  fact th at Are a M e e ting 
w ould be  buying th e  building, not 
our local m e e ting.

Th is is an e xciting opportunity, 
but it w ill tak e  a lot of tim e  and 
e ffort ove r th e  com ing m onth s. It 
is good to k now  th at w e  h ave  
Frie nds’ support.

W e  th e n re turne d to th e  
busine ss of nom inations and 
appointing post h olde rs for th e  
com ing trie nnium . Th is is alw ays 
a diffi cult task , and th e  
Nom inations Com m itte e  w as 
th ank e d for th e ir w ork  on th is. 
Th e re  are  still som e  nam e s ye t to 
com e , at th e  ne xt AM  in January.

M e m be rsh ip issue s w e re  de alt 
w ith  and th e n, Nicola Mah arg, 
w h o h ad be e n w aiting patie ntly, 
gave  h e r re port on th e  Quak e r 
Ide ntity and th e  H e art of O ur Faith  
confe re nce . Th is sh e  de scribe d as 
“e xciting, dive rse  and gath e re d”. 
It w as inte re sting to h e ar h ow  th e  
varie d vie w s of th e  six le ading th e  
confe re nce  inspire d pe ople  to 
th ink  h ow  bridge s can be  built. 
Th e  confe re nce  w as an inspiring 
e xpe rie nce  and w e  can be ne fi t too 
from  th e  re sulting study 
m ate rials. (W e  w e re  w aiting for 
th e se  to be  re printe d, but th e y 
h ave  since  arrive d.) Th e  book  list 
at th e  e nd of Nicola’s re port in th e  
Nove m be r Ne w sle tte r provide s 
sugge stions for furth e r re ading, so 
th e re ’s ple nty for us to ge t our 
te e th  into at th is w inte r’s 
discussion groups.

It w as a long day w ith  a le ngth y 
and w e igh ty age nda, but 
surprisingly w e  got th rough  
alm ost all of th e  ite m s. As it w as 
alre ady dusk , w e  w e re n’t able  to 
linge r for te a. W e  k ne w  w e  h ad to 
fi nd th e  cam psite  and ge t h ook e d 
up to th e  e le ctrics be fore  it got 
re ally dark .
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Me e ting for Suffe rings (MfS): 1 Nove m be r, 2008
Sam e -se x relationsh ips
Re port by Margare t Pe acock
Th is m e e ting w as not so rive ting as last. Most of th e  m orning w as tak e n 
up w ith  th re sh ing th e  re port and draft m inute  from  Quak e r Life  (QL) on 
sam e -se x partne rsh ips. Th re e  Frie nds h ad spok e n on th is in ope ning 
w orsh ip —  all ve ry acce ptably; as Ph il Lucas note d, th e y include d our 
late  Frie nds Ge orge  Gorm an and W illie  Sh ak e spe are : “Le t not to th e  
m arriage  of true  m inds adm it im pe dim e nt.” Ne ve rth e le ss, in th e  Frie nd 
th at w e e k  th e re  w as criticism  of Frie nds at Ye arly M e e ting pre -e m pting 
th e  subje ct (at w h ich  th e y m igh t not h ave  be e n calle d to spe ak ) by 
ge tting th e ir point of vie w  across in th e  ope ning w orsh ip.

Contributions w e re  ve ry varie d. Th e  m ost notable  w e re  a gay Frie nd 
w h o spok e  ve ry w arm ly of h e r long-standing com m itte d re lationsh ip and 
th e  support of h e r m e e ting. Anoth e r Frie nd w as ve ry cle ar th at w rong 
be h aviour doe sn’t be com e  O K just be cause  a m e e ting says so, and 
th e re fore  w e  sh ouldn’t ch ange  anyth ing. Anoth e r disagre e d, pointing out 
th e  ch ange  in our pe rce ption of m orality w h ich  h as le d to our conde m n-
ation of slave ry. It surprise d m any of us to h e ar th at a large  num be r of 
Frie nds th ink  th e y h ave  no gay pe ople  in th e ir m e e tings, so no proble m , 
and h ave  no ide a th at m e e tings to ce le brate  sam e -se x com m itm e nts 
h appe n in oth e r m e e tings. Som e  Frie nds w orry about uninte nde d 
conse q ue nce s —  but w e  h ave  to follow  th e  Spirit, as Ge orge  Fox did. Th e  
draft m inute  from  QL sugge sts w e  alte r both  Quak e r Faith  &  Practice  to 
include  e q ual proce dure s (as far as possible ) for all k inds of couple s and 
Advice s &  Que rie s to inspire  all k inds of couple s as w e ll as single  pe ople .

In our h om e  groups w e  conside re d Suffe rings’ ne w  role . Are  w e  
be h aving as e nvisage d? H as th e  w ord “crucible ” run its course ? W e  
de cide d ye s and YES. W e  conside re d th at w e  w e re  going to be  an 
inform ation e xch ange , a post offi ce …

Finally w e  w e re  introduce d to th e  ne xt ope rational plan for ce ntrally 
m anage d w ork . Cle arly it w as adopting th e  principle s of th e  Long Te rm  
Fram e w ork . Th e  Truste e s are  budge ting for m one y to be  available  for 
de volve d w ork  to tak e  place  on be h alf of us all. Local M e e tings h ave  h ad 
a le tte r from  th e  Re cording Cle rk  e ncouraging th e m  to discuss th e  
Fram e w ork  and, if de sire d, w rite  in w ith  com m e nts, proposals, advice  
from  e xpe rie nce , re q ue sts for advice …  I h ope  th at be fore  long th e re  w ill 
be  nobody w h o h as not h e ard of th e  Fram e w ork . O ne  le tte r in th e  Frie nd 
e ve n se e m e d to th ink  it a suitable  outre ach  docum e nt!
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QL Re pre se ntative  Council: 17–19  Octobe r, 2008
Ligh t &  Outre ach
Re port by Liz Ande rton
About 80 Frie nds from  all ove r 
Britain gath e re d at th e  H igh  Le igh  
Confe re nce  Ce ntre  in H e rtford-
sh ire  for th e  Quak e r Life  (QL) 
Re pre se ntative  Council. Th is w as 
a w onde rful opportunity for 
Frie nds to m e e t Staff from  Frie nds 
H ouse , sh are  ide as and h e ar 
about w h at is going on in oth e r 
M e e tings.

Th e  confe re nce  ope ne d w ith  a 
se ssion introduce d by Trish  Carn, 
e ditor of Quak e r M onth ly. Sh e  
ask e d us to sh are  our ide as and 
th ough ts on h ow  th is journal can 
support us and ne w com e rs in our 
m e e tings. 

Th e  Ligh t in our Conscie nce
H e le n Row lands, Ale x W ildw ood 
and Ph il Lucas le d an inspiring 
se ssion on th is th e m e , w ork ing 
w ith  th e  study m ate rials from  th e  
Quak e r Ide ntity and H e art of our 
Faith  Confe re nce . (Se e  th e  
Nove m be r Ne w sle tte r.) Th e  
book le t outline s a num be r of 
topics w h ich  could be  use d by 
m e e tings in study groups or as 
part of sh are d w orsh ip. Afte r th e  
introductory talk  w e  continue d 
our w orsh ip in sm all groups.    

Using Be th  Alle n’s se ction in th e  
book le t, w e  w e re  re m inde d of th e  
basic principle s of w orsh ip-
sh aring, nam e ly:   

-Spe ak  for yourse lf, using ‘I’ 
state m e nts.
-Re ce ive  contributions 
w orsh ipfully, w ith out re sponse s, 
com m e nts or q ue stions.
-Allow  a sh ort pause  be tw e e n 
contributions.
-Spok e n contributions can be  
w h at rise s up in your m ind, and 
th e y don’t h ave  to fe e l as if th e y 
carry th e  full w e igh t of ‘vocal 
m inistry’.

W e  focuse d on tw o q ue stions: 
W h at diffe re nce  doe s m e e ting 
toge th e r m ak e  to us?   
Am  I ch ange d (ove r a pe riod of 
tim e ) by m e e ting?

Ne w s from  M e e tings
Se ve ral m e e ting h ouse s h ave  be e n 
re furbish e d. A ne w  m e e ting h as 
be e n e stablish e d in Ely; m e e tings 
h ave  h ad a range  of e ve nts for 
National Quak e r w e e k . Quak e r 
Que st is ve ry popular and h as 
be e n e stablish e d in m any 
m e e tings th rough out th e  country. 
Th ose  w h o h ave  participate d said 
h ow  m uch  th e y h ad le arne d from  
w ork ing on th e  proje ct and h ow  it 
h ad stre ngth e ne d th e  m e e ting. 

Som e  are a m e e tings re porte d 
diffi cultie s in fi lling posts. 
Sugge stions m ade  include d 
h aving paid assistance  for th e  
tre asure r. 
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It w as e ncouraging and 
inspiring to h e ar about e xciting 
ne w  proje cts and grow th  w ith in 
th e  Quak e r com m unity W e  h ad a 
w orsh ip-sh aring m e e ting on 
Sunday to re fl e ct on th e  w ork  
w ith in our m e e tings 

Quak e r Life  —  w h at it doe s
It provide s training advice  and 
support and w e lcom e s com m e nt 
and inform ation on be st practice  
in m e e tings. It h as re ce ntly se t up 
th e  QL Ne tw ork , w h ich  is a group 
of inte re ste d Frie nds from  all ove r 
th e  country w h o can support and 
e xte nd th e ir w ork  in local 
m e e tings.   

QL also w ork s in th e  follow ing 
are as.
-Ch ildre n and young pe ople
-Crim inal re cords ch e ck s 
-M e e ting safe ty
-O utre ach
-D ive rsity and inclusion
-Pastoral care , including e lde rsh ip 
and ove rsigh t
-Library
-Sw arth m oor H all   
-W arde nsh ip and e m ploym e nt
-Re source  Room .

Quak e r Life  is a national 
re source  available  to all Frie nds.

O n Saturday e ve ning w e  h ad a 
ve ry inte re sting stim ulating and 
e nte rtaining talk  from  Je ffre y 
Durh am  on h is e xpe rie nce  of 
Quak e r Que st. H e  ask e d w h y 
m any Frie nds w e re  so k e e n to te ll 
ne w com e rs about Ge orge  Fox 
w h e n w h at th e y re ally w ante d to 
k now  w as, “Can I h ave  doubts 
about m y faith  in God?” 

Ne ve r be  surprise d by som e  of 
th e  assum ptions th at pe ople  w ill 
m ak e . For instance  one  lady said 
to h im , “I can ne ve r be  a Quak e r 
be cause  you h ave  a te stim ony to 
sim plicity and I w e ar m ak e -up.” 

Ne ve r unde re stim ate  th e  
im portance  of th e  doork e e pe rs 
and th e  te a m ak e rs.

For m e  one  of th e  m ost im portant 
aspe cts of th e  w e e k e nd w as th at 
w e  m e t in a spirit of w orsh ip, 
liste ning, le arning and sh aring 
w ith  one  anoth e r.

Th ank  you, W e st Scotland Are a 
M e e ting, for giving m e  th e  
opportunity to tak e  part.    

Th e  Kippe r (continue d from  facing page)
*Th e  q uote  on th e  facing page  is from  W illiam  Pe nn; it is re fe rre d to in 
W illiam  Penn: M ystic – as re fl e cte d in h is w ritings by Elizabe th  Gray 
Vining.  Pe ndle  H ill Pam ph le t 167, 19 69 , page  15.
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 Fe ature s
Th e  Parable  of th e  Kippe r
A w om an w e nt dow nstairs one  m orning for bre ak fast. Sh e  h ad trave lle d 
far to th e  h ote l to re st from  h e r busy life , and today sh e  ne e de d to 
re turn. H e r m ind w as full of all th at m igh t h appe n.

Norm ally sh e  w ould not ch oose  a k ippe r for bre ak fast. In th e  past it 
h ad prove d to be  rath e r indige stible  and as a re sult om nipre se nt 
th rough out th e  re st of th e  day… subse q ue nt m e als h ad se e m e d to h ave  a 
fi sh y e sse nce  about th e ir taste . But as a fi nal tre at, th e  k ippe r se e m e d th e  
righ t ch oice .

Th e  w om an ate  th e  k ippe r. It occurre d to h e r th at th is re q uire d a lot of 
conce ntration and care  – w h e ne ve r sh e  lost focus on th e  k ippe r sh e  
w ould fi nd a bone  in h e r m outh . Eating a k ippe r, sh e  conclude d, w as a 
m e ditative  e xpe rie nce . 

W h e n sh e  h ad fi nish e d th e  k ippe r, sh e  re alise d h e r m ind h ad be e n 
stille d, th at sh e  h ad be e n for th at pe riod truly aw are  of th e  e sse nce  of 
th e  k ippe r rath e r th an h e r w orrie s.

O n h e r journe y back  sh e  w as inde e d re visite d by e sse nce  of k ippe r 
from  tim e  to tim e . Pre viously th is w ould h ave  be e n irritating and 
uncom fortable . But today sh e  re m e m be re d th e  stillne ss of bre ak fast, and 
w as able  to touch  th at stillne ss again.  Sh e  sm ile d as sh e  th ough t h ow  
bizarre  it w as th at a re pe ating k ippe r could be  a call to praye r.

Th e  day passe d pe ace fully. W ould instituting th e  routine  of a m orning 
k ippe r, sh e  w onde re d, le ad to a m ore  ce ntre d life ? But w h at w ould be  
th e  conse q ue nce s for h e r dige stion, and for th e  sm e ll of th e  k itch e n?

Th e  w om an re m e m be re d som e th ing sh e  h ad re ad*, h ow  it w as 
im portant not to live  on past e xpe rie nce s, but constantly to e xpe ct ne w  
ope nings.

‘Don’t bow  dow n th yself b e fore  th y old e xpe rie nce s but b e h old th e  arm  
th at h as h elpe d th e e  and th at God w h o h as often delive re d th e e . Rem em b e r 
th at th e  m anna de sce nde d from  h e aven daily; th at it daily m ust b e  
gath e re d and e aten, and th at m anna th at w as gath e re d ye ste rday cannot 
se rve  today for food.’

Th e  k ippe r h ad be e n th e  answ e r, m anna for th at day only.  W h o k ne w  
w h at God w ould se nd tom orrow ?

Sh e ila Se m ple , Glasgow
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Gospe l of Th om as Se m inar Octobe r  ’08
Logion (Saying) 11

Je sus  said: Th is  h e ave n s h all pass  aw ay and th e  one  above  it 
s h all pass  aw ay and th e  de ad are  not alive  and th e  living s h all 
not die . In th e  days w h e n you de voure d th e  de ad, you m ade  it 
alive ; w h e n you com e  into ligh t, w h at w ill you do? O n th e  day 
w h e n you w e re  one , you be cam e  tw o. But w h e n you h ave  
be com e  tw o, w h at w ill you do?

And alm ost as an answ e r
Logion 111

Je sus  said: Th e  h e ave ns w ill be  rolle d up and th e  e arth  in your 
pre s e nce , and h e  w h o live s  on th e  Living (O ne ) s h all se e  ne ith e r 
de ath  nor fe ar, be caus e  Je sus  says : W h oe ve r fi nds  h im s e lf, of h im  
th e  w orld is  not w orth y.

Th e se  are  th e  translations use d to introduce  th e  Gospe l of Th om as sh ort 
se m inar on 26 O ctobe r. Th e y are  th e  original Coptic te xt translate d and 
publish e d in 19 59  by A.Guillaum ont, H .Pue ch , G. Quispe l, W . Till and 
Yassah  ’Abd Al Masih , and I now  re ad th is in pre fe re nce  to any oth e r 
translation as it is w ith out colouration adde d by single  translators w h o 
ofte n e xpre ss opinions of th e ir ow n w ith in th e  translation.

I be gan re ading th e  Gospe l of Th om as about te n ye ars ago afte r be ing 
ve ry im pre sse d by Je sus Untouch e d by th e  Ch urch  by H ugh  McGre gor 
Ross, w h ich  is h is ow n translation and pre se ntation, w h ich  I th orough ly 
re com m e nd as a be ginning to th is diffi cult colle ction of 114 sayings of 
Je sus.

Unlik e  so m any m ore  re ce nt translations H ugh  Ross allow s th e  w ords 
to spe ak  for th e m se lve s w ith out too m uch  pe rsonal com m e nt, and it h as 
be com e  m y e xpe rie nce  th at th e se  sayings do re ve al th e ir inne r m e anings 
to e ach  individual, on re pe tition and fam iliarity. Th e  sayings be gin to 
be com e  unde rstood as an illum ination in a q uite  une xpe cte d w ay; as one  
absorbs th e  w ords th e ir de e pe r m e aning is ofte n q uite  sudde nly 
re ve ale d. A good practice  is to w rite  th e m  out by h and I h ave  found.

Th e  sayings do h ave  a se lf-auth e nticating q uality w h ich  can be  
sum m arize d w ith in th e  te xt of th e  fi rst th re e . W ith in th e  te xt of Saying 3 
is found — “w h e n you k now  yourse lve s, th e n you w ill be  k now n, and 
you w ill be com e  aw are  th at you are  th e  sons of th e  Living Fath e r.” Is th is 
not th e  sam e  m arve llous truth  as in th e  last state m e nt in Saying 111?

Th e  e le ve n of us gath e re d on 26 O ctobe r spe nt a ve ry live ly afte rnoon 
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of ge ne ral discussion, q ue stions, sugge stions and th e  ge ne ral sh aring of 
our pe rsonal fe e dback  from  a re ading of th e se  tw o logia. Th e  Ge ne sis 
story w as discusse d at som e  le ngth  w ith  re fe re nce s to duality and 
se paration, of dark ne ss and ligh t, and also various diffe ring opinions on 
w h at is m e ant by “de vouring th e  de ad”. It w as sugge ste d th at th is could 
be  inte rpre te d as absorbing w h at w ill only cause  a k ind of de ath  w ith in, 
alth ough  th e  Logion 11 doe s actually state  th at “w h e n you de voure d th e  
de ad, you  m ade  it alive ”. I e m ph asise  ‘you’ be cause  th e  logion sugge sts 
th at you  are  th at k e y factor. 

It is im possible  to re cord all th at w as discusse d in th ose  th re e  h ours 
but as alw ays it w as stim ulating and e nge nde re d a gre at fe e ling of love  
and com panionsh ip.

O ur ne xt se m inar w ill be  th e  w e e k e nd 5-7 June  2009 , ve nue  to be  
advise d.

Rose m ary Gascoyne , Castle  Douglas

Burns, Politics &  W ar
In 2009  th e  January ce le brations of Robe rt Burns w ill m ark  h is 250th  
annive rsary. Th is annual e ndorse m e nt by th e  Scottish  e stablish m e nt 
w ould h ave  surprise d and possibly infuriate d Burns in e q ual m e asure . It 
m ay be  e xplaine d by th e  popular focus on h is songs of love , conviviality 
and patriotism . Th e se , and th e  occasional m audlin transgre ssion, are  
usually pre fe rre d to m ore  ch alle nging ve rse . But Burns’ ve rse  can still be  
re le vant to us today. Th e  narrator of Logan Brae s (on th e  ne xt page ) 
w ould ne ve r k now  of bloodsh e d on th e  stre e ts of Bagh dad or th e  
H e lm and k illing fi e lds, but sh e  w as alre ady at one  w ith  our w orld w h e re  
w idow s brave ly clutch  ch ildre n alongside  fl ag-w rappe d coffi ns. H e r story 
stands th e  te st of tim e : unfam iliarity w ith  Scots is no obstacle  to 
grasping th e  passion of th e  m e ssage . (“Fae s” for “foe s” is th e  one  
e sse ntial pie ce  of glossary) 

M ik e  Brow n, Castle  Douglas
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  Logan Brae s

O , Logan, sw e e tly didst th ou glide ,
Th at day I w as m y W illie ’s  bride ;
And ye ars  s in syne  h ae  o’e r us  run,
Lik e  Logan to th e  s im m e r sun.
But now  th y flow e ry bank s  appe ar
Lik e  drum lie  W inte r, dark  and dre ar,
W h ile  m y de ar lad m aun face  h is  fae s ,
Far, far frae  m e  and Logan brae s .

Again th e  m e rry m onth  o’ May
H as m ade  our h ills and valle ys gay;
Th e  birds re joice  in le afy bow e rs ,
Th e  be e s  h um  round th e  bre ath ing ow e rs;
Blyth e  Morning lifts h is  rosy e ye ,
And Eve ning’s te ars are  te ars o’ joy;
My soul, de ligh tle ss , a’ surve ys ,
W h ile  W illie ’s  far frae  Logan brae s .

W ith in yon m ilk -w h ite  h aw th orn bus h ,
Am ang h e r ne stlings s its  th e  th rus h ;
H e r faith fu’ m ate  w ill s h are  h e r toil,
O r w i’ h is  song h e r care s  be guile :
But I w i’ m y sw e e t nurslings h e re ,
Nae  m ate  to h e lp, nae  m ate  to ch e e r,
Pass  w idow 'd nigh ts  and joyle ss  days ,
W h ile  W illie ’s  far frae  Logan brae s .

O  w ae  upon you, Me n o’ State ,
Th at bre th re n rous e  to de adly h ate !
As ye  m ak e  m ony a fond h e art m ourn,
Sae  m ay it on your h e ads re turn!
H ow  can your flinty h e arts e njoy
Th e  w idow ’s te ar, th e  orph an’s cry;
But soon m ay pe ace  bring h appy days
And W illie  h am e  to Logan brae s!

Robe rt Burns (1759 –9 6)
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 Notice s
Financial Support in 2009
Urge nt re q ue st from  th e  Tre asure r
Quak e rs are  fortunate  in h aving m ode st financial ne e ds w h ich  are  m e t 
th rough  th e  financial support of our m e m be rs and atte nde rs.

Ple ase  tak e  a little  tim e  to look  at th e  Contribution Sch e dule  e nclose d 
w ith  th is ne w sle tte r w h ich  te lls you about th e  m one y re q uire d to k e e p 
th e  Socie ty going and h ow  you can contribute .

It w ould be  re ally h e lpful if you could re turn a Contribution Sch e dule  
form  if you inte nd to se nd a contribution to W e st Scotland Are a M e e ting. 
Be cause  of com plicate d accounting re gulations, th e  tre asure rs can no 
longe r assign your donation for you, so w e  ask  you to m ark  cle arly h ow  
your donation sh ould be  divide d be tw e e n your local m e e ting, W e st 
Scotland Are a M e e ting and Britain Ye arly M e e ting. 

Eve ryone 's circum stance s diffe r, as w e ll as th e ir ability to give . If you 
alre ady support our Socie ty th rough  a standing orde r, you m igh t lik e  to 
re fl e ct on th e  le ve l of your donation and w h e th e r you w ish  to ch ange  it, 
dow nw ards or upw ards. If you h ave  not alre ady done  so, ple ase  conside r 
h ow  you can support our Socie ty fi nancially in 2009 , pre fe rably th rough  
a re gular donation.

Margare t Morton, Tre asure r, W e st Scotland Are a M e e ting

Re ce nt publications from  Frie nds H ouse
Th e  follow ing docum e nts h ave  be e n publish e d by Quak e r Pe ace  &  Social 
W itne ss in th e  last fe w  w e e k s. Th e y can be  dow loade d from  
w w w .q uak e r.org.uk . Click  on Frie nds and atte nde rs and th e n look  
unde r Re ce ntly Adde d Docum e nts.

Bette r W orld Econom ics Autum n 2008, 12pp. Th is h as m any article s 
including progre ss on th e  M ille nnium  De ve lopm e nt Goals, clim ate  
ch ange  e ffe cts in Banglade sh , trade  rule s for de ve loping countrie s, and 
‘Th e  Folly of Grow th ’.

Mak ing W ave s, ne w sle tte r of Turning th e  Tide  Autum n 2008, 16pp. 
Th is h as inform ation about Transition Tow ns and ve ry inte re sting re ports 
by youngish  pe ople  on th e  2008 Clim ate  Cam p.

D ialogue  for a nuclear w e apon-fre e  w orld , 2pp.  Th is e ncourage s 
e ngage m e nt of Frie nds w ith  de cision-m ak e rs about th e  issue .

Editor
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Garde ning w ork  sough t
Atte nde r se e k s position as garde ne r/ groundsm an, full- or part-tim e . 
Ce ntral Re gion,  Glasgow  or north  of Glasgow. 
Te le ph one : 01360 850740

Joh n W igh am  (Enjoym e nt) Trust
W e  are  in th e  h appy situation of h aving a m ode st le gacy to disburse . 
Joh n W igh am  dire cte d th at grants sh ould be  m ade  to ‘de se rving pe rsons 
re side nt in Scotland w h o ow ing to straite ne d circum stance s are  unable  
to e njoy th e  usual ple asure s of life , th e  purpose  of such  grants be ing to 
provide  th e  re cipie nts w ith  som e  additional com fort or ple asure  of an 
e xce ptional nature  ove r and above  th e  usual ne ce ssitie s of life .’

W e  w e lcom e  applications from  Quak e rs and non-Quak e rs re side nt 
anyw h e re  in Scotland, for grants large  or sm all. £500 w ill norm ally be  
th e  m axim um . It m ust be  e m ph asise d th at grants cannot be  m ade  to 
re im burse  som e one  re trospe ctive ly, for instance , for an e ve nt th at h as 
alre ady occurre d, or for goods alre ady purch ase d.

Applicants  sh ould com ple te  an application form , w h ich  can be  
obtaine d by te le ph oning 01620 829 117  or 0131 447 3268. Th e  
com ple te d form  sh ould be  passe d to a Quak e r of long-standing, w h o is 
w e ll k now n to th e ir m e e ting. Th e  Quak e r w ill counte rsign it to confi rm  
th at (to th e  be st of h is/h e r k now le dge ) you fulfi l th e  crite ria in th e  fi rst 
paragraph  above . S/h e  w ill th e n se nd it to th e  truste e s to arrive  by 31 
March  or 30 Se pte m be r. 

Applicants w ill norm ally h e ar th e  re sult of th e ir application w ith in 8 
w e e k s of th e se  date s.  



15

W ords th at m atte r:    Th ou s h alt love  
th y ne igh bour as th ys e lf

Library
Th e  follow ing book s h ave  re ce ntly be e n adde d to th e  Are a M e e ting 
Library in th e  M e e ting H ouse  in Glasgow. Th e y are  locate d at th e  sh e lf 
m ark  at th e  e nd of th e  e ntry, e .g., PL/BIR

Birk e l, M ich ae l,  Th e  m e sse nge r th at goe s b e fore : re ading Margaret Fell for 
spiritual nurture  [Pe ndle  H ill Pam ph le t 39 8], Pe ndle  H ill (2008) 36pp 
PL/BIR

Gibson, Tony, Stre etw ide , w orldw ide : w h e re  pe ople  pow e r b e gins, Jon 
Carpe nte r (2008) 306pp S/GIB

Gordon, M ick  and W ilk inson, Ch ris(e ds.) Conve rsations on religion, 
Continuum  (2008)  221pp R/GO R

Krosny, H e rbe rt, Th e  lost gospel: th e  que st for th e  Gospel of Judas Iscariot, 
National Ge ograph ic (2006) 308pp B/KRO

Lundstrum , Pe te r, God: th e  sh ort ve rsion, Lion (2008) 9 6pp R/LUN

Sh arm an, Ce cil W , George  Fox and th e  Quak e rs (ne w  e d) Quak e r Book s 
(2008) 256pp B/FOX

Z e lte r, Angie  (e d.) Faslane  365: a ye ar of anti-nuclear block ade s, Luath  
Pre ss (2008) 278pp P/Z EL 

Paul Burton, Librarian
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W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is publish e d by 
W e st Scotland Are a M e e ting 

of th e  Re ligious Socie ty of Frie nds (Quak e rs), 
38 Elm bank  Cre sce nt, Glasgow , G2 4PS.  

Te le ph one  0141 248 849 3
Ch arity re giste re d in Scotland No SC011234

Pape r e dition printe d by  Glasgow  pdc, 130 Douglas Stre e t, G2 4H F

Copy for th e  ne xt W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s sh ould be  se nt by 
W e dne sday 18 Fe bruary to th e  e ditor at th e  addre ss on page  2.

January Are a Me e ting
Th e  m e e ting w ill be  in th e  M e e ting H ouse  in Glasgow  at 11 for 11.30 on 
Saturday 17 January.

7 Fe bruary AM  Glasgow
18 April AM  Glasgow
27 June  AM  Ne w ton Ste w art
22 August AM  Dunblane
17 O ctobe r AM  Castle  Douglas
5 De ce m be r AM  Glasgow

Date s for your diary for 2009
7 March  GM  Edinburgh
20 June  GM  Glasgow

12 Se pte m be r GM  East Scotland
21–22 Nove m be r GM  Abe rde e n 
                (re side ntial)

25 July–1 August Ye arly M e e ting Gath e ring, York
Inform ation as it be com e s available  and book ing form s can be  found 
at w w w .ym g.org.uk




