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Th e  de adline  for th e  ne xt e dition of W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is
W e dne sday, 29  O ctobe r.  

Copy sh ould be  se nt to th e  e ditor, Jane  M itch e ll, e ith e r on pape r or 
disk , by post to 

Kirk ok e rry, M illh ouse , Tigh nabruaich , Argyll PA21 2BW , 
or in W ord or plain te xt by e m ail to:      w sq n@ ph one coop.coop.
Te le ph one    0845 345 719 6 or 01700 811229 .

Th e  opinions e xpre sse d in th is publication are  th ose  of 
individuals. Th e y do not ne ce ssarily re pre se nt th e  vie w  
of th e  Re ligious Socie ty of Frie nds (Quak e rs).

H aik u

Be fore  you cam e  to h e lp us
grow  your luxurie s
w e  gre w  our ow n food.

Joh n Gibbs

Re produce d by pe rm ission from  Th e  Cre ation w as ope n to m e , 
publish e d by Quak e r Gre e n Conce rn. 
Se e  also th e  article  on page  12.

I am  grate ful to Jan Le th bridge  for proofre ading th is issue . Editor
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 Cle rk ’s Le tte r
W ords and Ph rase s
Th e re  are  tim e s w h e n th e  w ords and ph rase s w e  ofte n use  sudde nly 
com e  to life . I w as re ce ntly ask e d to spe ak  to a sm all m ulti-faith  group 
on th e  ‘Quak e r Vie w  of th e  M e ssiah ’. I pointe d out, as I h ad a fe w  
m onth s ago w h e n I h ad spok e n to th e m  on th e  subje ct of ‘Quak e rs and 
th e  M e aning of Life ’, th at Quak e rs do not h ave  spok e spe rsons w h o can 
ne atly give  a Quak e r vie w  on any subje ct, e spe cially th e se  subje cts. 
H ow e ve r, I talk e d about h ow  w e  se e  Je sus as an e xam ple  rath e r th an a 
saviour and h ow  w e  se e  som e th ing of God in e ve ryone , e ve n our 
e ne m ie s and th at God’s m inistry can com e  from  all sorts of pe ople . Th e  
sm all audie nce  liste ne d polite ly, but I didn’t fe e l th e re  w as any re al 
e ngage m e nt w ith  m yse lf or th e  oth e r tw o spe ak e rs.

A fe w  days late r I w as atte nding th e  Annual Gath e ring of th e  
Alte rnative s to Viole nce  Proje ct and w as liste ning to Cam illa Carr. 
Cam illa w e nt to Ch e ch nya in 19 9 7 w ith  h e r partne r (late r h usband) Jon 
to run art w ork sh ops for ch ildre n w h o w e re  traum atise d by th e  viole nce  
in th at re gion. A fe w  m onth s afte r th e y starte d, th e y w e re  k idnappe d by 
local Ch e ch e n fi gh te rs and h e ld unde r h orrifi c conditions for ne arly a 
ye ar. At tim e s th e y w e re  k e pt in a base m e nt w ith  no outside  ligh t and 
h ardly any w ate r and Cam illa w as rape d se ve ral tim e s. All th rough  th is 
tim e  th e y sough t to be h ave  not as victim s but as h um an be ings and to 
try to se e  th e  h um anity in th e ir captors. At tim e s th e  h um anity in th e ir 
captors brok e  th rough , but th e n it w ould disappe ar. Sh e  told h e r 
am azing story w ith  such  calm ne ss, com passion and at tim e s h um our 
th at w e  w e re  all de e ply m ove d. Cam illa now  w ork s for th e  Forgive ne ss 
Proje ct bringing toge th e r victim s and offe nde rs. Forgive ne ss, sh e  said, 
w as about se e ing fi rst th e  h um anity in yourse lf and th e n se e ing it in 
your e ne m y.  I fe lt th at if m y sm all audie nce  h ad h e ard h e r th e y w ould 
h ave  unde rstood th e  re al m e aning of m y w ords.

Martin Manse ll
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 Re ports
Are a Me e ting: Glasgow , 23 August
Expe rie nce s in Israe l/ Pale stine
Re port by Norm an Pe acock
I be lie ve  th at in Glasw e gian ‘th e  
Are a’ is th e  front yard, but th is 
m e e ting w as h e ld in th e  M e e ting 
Room  e ve n th ough  it w as an 
unusually fi ne  day.

H aving pe rse ve re d in h e r 
atte m pts to visit Israe l/ Pale stine  
and be ing fi nally succe ssful in 
joining a study tour e arlie r in th e  
ye ar, Anne  Rado introduce d a 
discussion on th e  pre se nt state  of 
th at trouble d country as th e  
afte rnoon h igh ligh t of our 
m e e ting. Sh e  saw  th e  situation as 
crazy as th e  Israe li gove rnm e nt 
trie d to cre ate  a state  th e  size  of 
W ale s for Je w ish  pe ople  only, 
alth ough  about a q uarte r of th e  
population w as Pale stinian. In 
addition to th e  m ore  w e ll-k now n 
and prom ine nt building of an 8-
m e tre -h igh  w all around th e  W e st 
Bank  th e re  w as w h ole sale  
de m olition of Pale stinian h ouse s 
(m ostly in Israe l) and e ve n in th e  
de se rt are as Be douins w e re  be ing 
displace d. To a Ch ristian, m ost 
poignant w as th e  crow ding of 
re fuge e  Mosle m s into Be th le h e m . 
Ye t th e  Pale stinians h ad 
succe e de d in cre ating a unive rsity 
in H e bron in 19 9 4 and Quak e rs 
did m aintain th e ir sch ool in 

Ram allah . Sadly, alth ough  som e  
Israe lis re alise  th e  ne e d for 
re conciliation, arm e d force  
pre vails and it w ould ne e d gre at 
e ffort to bring pe ace  and 
tranq uillity to th e  country.

By contrast our norm al busine ss 
m ay se e m  m undane  but it took  us 
m ore  th an th e  m orning se ssion. 
M e e ting for Suffe rings h as a ne w  
role  in m onitoring th e  spiritual 
h e alth  of th e  Socie ty guide d by 
th e  fi ndings of th e  Long-Te rm  
Fram e w ork  w ork ing group w h ich  
w ill now  be  laid dow n. Th is ne w  
role  re sults from  th e  appointm e nt 
of Truste e s to ove rse e  fi nancial 
affairs and at a local le ve l w e  saw  
th is ch ange  w h e n w e  h ad th e  fi rst 
re port from  th e  Are a Truste e s, 
w h ich  include d th e  annual 
accounts. 

Sadly, w e  re corde d th e  de ath  of 
tw o of our Frie nds, O lga W ood 
and Ale x McGinty, w h o in th e ir 
ow n w ays both  “w alk e d ch e e r-
fully ove r th e  w orld” and th e re by 
adde d to th e  spiritual life  of th e  
M e e ting. W e  w e lcom e d Patrick  
Be ale y, w h o com e s appropriate ly 
from  Ram allah , and w ish e d 
Am anda and Jim  H ow son w e ll in 
m oving to Brack le y. O ur Re gist-
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Me e ting for Suffe rings (MfS): 2 De ce m be r 2006 
(2)

e ring O ffi ce r is be ing k e pt busy 
w ith  tw o w e ddings in tw o 
m onth s, th at of Ruth  Burton and 
Brian Taylor alre ady past and of 
Ste fan Gibson ye t to com e , and 
w e  are  assure d th at th e re  w ould 
be  ple nty of Quak e rs th e re  to 
bring our support and good 
w ish e s.

Ne w s is not alw ays good: our 
conce rn for disability is progre ss-
ing but slow ly w ith  M e e ting for 
Suffe rings, and w e  h e ard from  
Dunblane  M e e ting  th at our 
Ne w sle tte r is no longe r be ing 
re corde d for visually im paire d 
pe ople . Th e  form e r m ust be  a 

m atte r for our re pre se ntative s on 
Suffe rings but, since  th e  latte r 
affe cts all Scottish  M e e tings, it 
w ill be  brough t to th e  atte ntion of 
Ge ne ral M e e ting.

O h  ye s! W e  do h ave  e rrors of 
om ission. W e  forgot to appoint 
re pre se ntative s to Ge ne ral 
M e e ting (in Glasgow  on 20 
Se pte m be r), and e arlie r w e  h ad 
 to ‘h om ologate ’ (th at is a love ly 
le gal w ord – it is not in m y 
com pute r’s dictionary) a de cision 
to support Ruth  McQuaid’s 
participation in an im portant 
W oodbrook e  course  on ch ildre n.

Appe ndix: Book s on Israe l/ Pale stine
Th e  Eth nic Cleansing of Pale stine , Ilan Pappe  (ISBN 9 78-1-85168-555-4):  
de taile d, th orough ly re se arch e d h istory of th e  foundation of th e  State  of 
Israe l in 19 48, by an e m ine nt Israe li h istorian.  

Blood Broth e rs, Elias Ch acour (ISBN 0-8007-9 321-8):  
th e  sam e  story told by a Pale stinian Ch ristian (now  Arch bish op of 
Galile e ) w h o live d th rough  it, and te lls th e  story w ith  de e p insigh t and 
com passion.

Th e  O th e r Side  of Israel, Susan Nath an (ISBN 0-00-719 511-7):  
th e  situation today. Th e  auth or is a British  Je w  w h o w e nt to Israe l full of 
h ope  and ide alism , be cam e  an Israe li citize n, gradually saw  th at th ings 
w e re n’t w h at th e y h ad se e m e d to be  and now  live s in an Arab village  
and sh are s th e  life  of th e  Arabs in Israe l.  If you h ave  tim e  to re ad only 
one , m ak e  it th is one !

If you w ould lik e  to be  k e pt up-to-date  about th e  situation in Israe l/ 
Pale stine , just e m ail m e  and I w ill add you to m y m ailing list: 
anne rado2@ tiscali.co.uk .

Anne  Rado, M ilngavie
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Me e ting for Suffe rings (MfS): 6 Se pte m be r, 2008
Frie nds &  oth e r Ch ristians
Re port by Margare t Pe acock
Long Te rm  Fram e w ork  
Th e  docum e nt w as 
w ritte n by tw o com m it-
te e s – a se lf-se le cte d 
num be r in Britain Ye arly 
M e e ting (BYM) and a 
sm all w riting group, so it 
is in m any w ays just a 
H igh e st Com m on Factor. 
H ow e ve r, th e  vision w as 
and is about conne cting 
M e e tings w ith  e ach  oth e r 
and w ith  Ce ntral Com m it-
te e s and Frie nds H ouse . 
W h ate ve r th e  om issions in 
th e  Fram e w ork , w e  can 
use  it to ge t ne are r to th at 
vision. Th e  te xt is now  as 
good as it w ill e ve r ge t, 
and th is w as ack now -
le dge d in MfS so, m uch  
adorne d w ith  ph otograph s, 
it w ill soon appe ar in our 
M e e tings as a book le t. Th e  
Frie nd note s th at I intro-
duce d th e  busine ss ite m  
“ne rvously”. I w ouldn’t 
put it lik e  th at, but I w as 
fe rve ntly h oping th at no 
aw k w ard Frie nd w ould 
insist on se nding th e  
m atte r back  to th e  w rite rs 
for ye t m ore  conside ration 
at MfS.

W orld Council of Ch urch e s (W CC)
Se nding it back  is just w h at Frie nds did 
for th e  ite m  on th e  W CC. Do you 
re m e m be r, a long, long tim e  ago – in 
19 82 th e y te ll m e  – a docum e nt calle d To 
Lim a, w ith  love , and in 19 86 anoth e r one  
calle d Baptism , Euch arist and M inistry? 
Th e se  e xplaine d to th e  Ch ristian w orld 
our Quak e r point of vie w  on th e  th ings 
th at m ost ch urch e s th ink  e sse ntial. W e  
h ave  now  to conside r a re sponse  to th e  
curre nt e dition of th e  w orldw ide  consult-
ation. I am  ve ry grate ful to our th e ologian 
Frie nd Jane t Scott, w h o took  a large  part 
in w riting th e  18-page  docum e nt. W e  
ne e d Quak e r th e ologians to translate  
be tw e e n Quak e r language  and ch urch y 
language . W e  are  not full m e m be rs of th e  
W CC (unlik e  Ch urch e s Toge th e r in Britain 
&  Ire land), alth ough  th e y obviously ne e d 
us to h e lp th e m  along th e  road to 
sim plicity. Frie nds’ contributions range d 
from  “Anglican atte nde rs th ough t it a 
bre ath  of fre sh  air for th e  ch urch e s” to “If 
w e  se nd th is w e  are  te lling lie s about 
ourse lve s”. Unfortunate ly som e  Frie nds 
are  so uncom fortable  th ink ing about 
subje cts th at e ve n th e  m ost Ch ristian of 
us rare ly conside r, th at th e y do not w ish  
to le t th e  docum e nt in its pre se nt form  go 
forw ard in th e  nam e  of BYM. It w ill go 
back  to th e  Quak e r Com m itte e  on 
Ch ristian and Inte rfaith  Re lationsh ips, 
possibly for an introductory paragraph  
e xplaining our dive rsity.
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Torture
Th e  oth e r tw o ite m s w e re  
no le ss inte re sting. QCAT is 
‘Quak e r Conce rn for th e  
Abolition of Torture ’. Th is is 
a group w ith  a longish  up-
and-dow n h istory. M e m be rs 
of QCAT h ave  be e n trave l-
ling to M e e tings in se arch  of 
support, and Frie nds h ave  
alw ays be e n ple ase d to give  
it, but no e ffe ctive  group 
h as grow n up. O ne  sm all 
ste p forw ard m igh t be  to 
link  QCAT close ly to 
Cam paign for th e  Abolition 
of th e  Arm s Trade , so as to 
cam paign against th e  sale  of 
instrum e nts of torture . O ne  
Frie nd said sh e  h ad h e ard a 
sugge stion th at it w ould be  
re alistic to ack now le dge  th e  
e xiste nce  of torture  but th at 
e ach  se parate  instance  
w ould re q uire  to be  lice nse d 
by a judge .

H e art of our faith
Lastly I com e  to th e  fi rst ite m  of th e day 
– th e  re port of Quak e r Life  (QL) on 
th e ir inspiring confe re nce  at W ood-
brook e  e ntitle d Quak e r Ide ntity and th e  
H e art of our Faith . Its purpose  w as to 
study tw o aspe cts of th e  curre nt state  of 
Quak e rism  in BYM : th e  polarisation 
into th e ists and non-th e ists, and th e  
h igh  proportion in m any M e e tings of 
convince d Frie nds and atte nde rs w h o 
h ave  not h ad a ch ance  fully to absorb 
Frie nds’ w ay of doing th ings. 

Appare ntly Re x Am ble r’s le cture  w as 
so absorbing th at h is h e are rs re fuse d to 
bre ak  for coffe e ! Anyw ay, QL h ave  
produce d a study book le t from  th e  
confe re nce , w ith  a CD of Re x Am ble r’s 
le cture , and se ctions w ritte n by h im  and 
th e  oth e r spe ak e rs: Ale x W ildw ood on 
th e  varie ty of Frie nds, David Boulton on 
h is non-th e ist point of vie w , De borah  
Row lands on h e r traditional 
pe rspe ctive , and Be th  Alle n on w orsh ip. 
I bough t a copy w h ich  I can le nd at 
tim e s w h e n M ilngavie  M e e ting isn’t 
studying it. 
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Epistle  of Quak e r Youth  Pilgrim age  2008
To Frie nds e ve ryw h e re ,

W e  are  rising up lik e  a ph oe nix from  a fi re . So broth e rs and siste rs, 
spre ad your w ings and fl y h igh e r.

Th e  2008 Quak e r Youth  Pilgrim age  com bine d 25 youth  and four 
adults, re pre se nting se ve n diffe re nt countrie s, trave lling around th e  
Unite d Kingdom  and Ire land.
As w e  re fl e ct on our m onth -long adve nture , w e  continually se e k  to de lve  
into our e xpe rie nce  by using q ue stions to e xplore  ourse lve s, th is 
com m unity of pilgrim s and th is are a of th e  w orld. Th is pilgrim age ’s 
th e m e  w as a journe y th rough  confl ict to pe ace . O n e ve ry le ve l w e  h ave  
starte d our journe y w ith  dialogue  and w ith  cultivating an aw are ne ss of 
liste ning. Th is consciousne ss and inte nt h as guide d us as w e  e xam ine  
h ow  w orld, com m unal, and pe rsonal confl ict h as ch ange d us.

Be ginning our tim e  in 1652 country, w e  w e re  im pre sse d w ith  th e  
accounts of e arly Quak e rs’ com m itte d faith  in th e  face  of trials and 
tribulations. W e  h e ld M e e ting in th e  sam e  space  w h e re  e arly Quak e rs 
w orsh ippe d de spite  th e  th re at of h arassm e nt and im prisonm e nt for 
living th e ir convictions. Such  storie s provide d ince ntive  and a pow e rful 
back drop for our ow n te sting of our faith  and convictions.

W e  m ove d to North e rn Ire land and be gan to le arn about th e  h istorical 
and curre nt political situation. O ur consciousne ss of e arly Quak e rs 
provide d a foundation w ith  w h ich  to approach  th e  Trouble s w ith  
e m path y and re cognize  th e  truth  in th e  struggle  of pe ople  to m aintain 
th e ir convictions of faith  in th e  face  of viole nce  and politics. Th rough  th e  
e fforts of Quak e rs to cre ate  a safe  place  for pe ople  to m e e t, w e  w e re  
again re m inde d of th e  im portance  of dialogue .

As w e  be gan th is pilgrim age , som e  of us face d inte rnal confl ict as w e  
q ue stione d our spirituality and ide ntity as Quak e rs. In gath e ring 
toge th e r, w e  w e re  able  to e xplore  our ow n doubts and ide as in a 
com m unity. W h ile  building conne ctions w ith  e ach  oth e r w e  dippe d our 
toe s in th e  w ate r, te sting th e  le ve l of trust in th e  com m unity. Individuals 
w e re  struggling to fi nd truth  and w ante d a supportive  com m unity and a 
safe  place  to e xpre ss th e m se lve s. As our sh are d e xpe rie nce s de e pe ne d 
w e  gre w  bolde r w ith  our e xpe rim e nts. W e  w e re  m ore  w illing to le t 
ourse lve s go, put ourse lve s out th e re , and trust th at pe ople  w ould catch  

 Fe ature s
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I m e t an old frie nd som e  tim e  
ago. Ian is a Ch urch  of Scotland 
m iniste r. H e  is an inte llige nt m an, 
and be fore  e nte ring th e  m inistry, 
w as a ch arte re d accountant. W e  
h ave  k now n e ach  oth e r since  our 
Sunday-sch ool days (55+  years ago).

During our conve rsation th e  
ine vitable  q ue stion arose , “And 
w h at ch urch  are  you atte nding 
th e se  days, Bill?” W h e n I 
e xplaine d m y m e m be rsh ip of th e  
Socie ty of Frie nds, h is e ye brow s 
raise d pe rce ptibly. O n furth e r 
prom pting, I e xplaine d a little  
m ore  about m y le aving th e  ch urch  
of m y ch ildh ood, and about our 
Quak e r Te stim onie s. I could se e  
th at all of th is w as not re giste ring 
w e ll w ith  Ian. Finally h e  said 
(actually h e  blurte d it out), “Th e  
trouble  w ith  you Bill is th at you’ve  
ne ve r re ally be e n a Ch ristian, 
be cause  you h ave n't ye t be e n 
baptise d in th e  H oly Spirit; w h at 
are  you doing in th is obscure  little  
se ct?” I sm ile d inw ardly, 
im agining som e  ancie nt Je w ish  

rabbi ask ing Pe te r, Jam e s and 
Joh n a sim ilar sort of q ue stion! 

Not be ing one  to turn m y back  
on re ligious pom posity, I de cide d 
to pursue  th e  conve rsation a little  
furth e r. “You m ay w e ll be  righ t, 
Ian, but can I ask  you a 
q ue stion?” H e  nodde d, and I 
be gan, “Th e  e arth ’s h um an 
population is e stim ate d at six 
billion souls; agre e d?” H e  again 
nodde d. “Th is is also th e  e stim -
ate d num be r of pe ople  w h o live d, 
suffe re d, and die d on th is tiny 
plane t be fore  Je sus w as born.” H e  
nodde d again, but th is tim e  h is 
ack now le dgm e nt w as m ore  
h e sitant, “R-i-i-gh t?” (H e  w as 
w onde ring w h e re  th is discussion 
w as le ading.) I continue d, “Can 
you te ll m e  w h at h appe ne d to 
th ose  six billion pe ople ?” H is e ye s 
lit up in a trium ph ant sm ile , and 
w ith out h e sitation h e  de clare d 
w ith  gre at auth ority, “W h e n Je sus 
w as in th e  tom b, h e  de sce nde d 
into h e ll and pre ach e d th e  Gospe l 
to th e m . By th is act th e y w e re  

W h e n Ministry is not Ministry

us. Th is transform e d th e  com m unity into a fam ily w h o w ould strive  
toge th e r tow ards truth  and de e pe r e xploration. W e  cultivate d an 
aw are ne ss of liste ning to e ach  oth e r and strik ing a balance  of h olding 
one ’s ow n ce ntre  ye t not ove rbe aring anoth e r’s pe rspe ctive .  

W ith  th e  m iracle s and jive s of all our tim e  toge th e r w e  fe lt God’s 
pre se nce  w ork ing and m oving w ith in th e  group. Th rough  our dialogue s 
w e  h ave  cre ate d a vibrant and invigorate d com m unity. W e  part w ays, in 
love  and re ady to continue .  

Th e  Pilgrim age  w orsh ippe d w ith  Glasgow  M e eting one  Sunday at th e  start 
of th e ir journe y, and late r th is inspirational Epistle  w as re ad th e re .
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give n a furth e r opportunity to be  
save d!” I could se e  th at h e  
actually be lie ve d e ve ry single  
w ord of w h at h e  w as saying to 
m e . Th e  logic of course  is th at 
(according to Ian’s re ck oning) 
Je sus pre ach e d to m ore  pe ople  on 
one  w e e k e nd th an h e  did during 
h is e ntire  tim e  on e arth ! I de cide d 
to discontinue  th e  conve rsation at 
th is point. My old Sunday-sch ool 
colle ague  se e m e d confi de nt th at 
h is th e ology w as sound. “I w ill 
pray for you Bill,” h e  said. “I w ill 
h old you in th e  Ligh t,” I re plie d. A 
q uizzical look  from  Ian w as m y 
parting inh e ritance  as w e  sh ook  
h ands and took  our le ave  of e ach  
oth e r. 

O ne  of th e  gre at dange rs w ith  
re ligion is th at, as h um ans, w e  
e ach  h ave  a gre at tale nt for 
fantasy, and som e  in Glasgow  
M e e ting use  th is gift h arm le ssly 
but cre ative ly to w rite  book s of 
e nte rtaining fi ction. W h e n w e  are  
te m pte d, h ow e ve r, to m isuse  th is 
tale nt to e ngage  in one -to-one  
dialogue  w ith  God, w e  can 
de ve lop som e  ve ry strange  ide as. 
All of our Quak e r auth ors w ould 
ack now le dge  th at if th e  dark  side  
of our pe rsonalitie s did not e xist, 
th e re  w ould be  ve ry little  for th e m  
to w rite  about.

W ith in th e  Socie ty opinions vary 
about th e  auth e nticity of be lie f, 
but it cannot be  de nie d th at m any 
atrocitie s h ave  be e n carrie d out in 
th e  nam e  of God, e .g., O live r 
Crom w e ll w as a ve ry de lusional 

‘Se rvant of Th e  Lord’, w h o q uite  
h appily traum atise d and slaugh t-
e re d th e  te rrifi e d inh abitants 
(m e n, w om e n, ch ildre n, pigs and 
and pe ts) of th e  Irish  tow n of 
Drogh e da during th e  Civil W ars of 
th e  17th  ce ntury. Crom w e ll, it 
appe ars, w as a le ss th an e nth us-
iastic supporte r of Pe ace , Justice  
and Truth . H e  w as, h ow e ve r, a 
ve ry de vout and Bible -base d 
Ch ristian. Th e  gre at trage dy is 
th at so w as h is adve rsary King 
Ch arle s, w h ose  ow n fantasie s le d 
h im  to th e  be lie f th at k ings h ave  a 
divine  righ t to rule . Th e se  tw o 
polarise d and ignorant m e n 
initiate d th e  ne e dle ss slaugh te r of 
th ousands of th e ir fe llow  be ings 
be cause  of th e ir m isguide d 
re ligious pe rspe ctive s. Th e  truth  
h ow e ve r w as be ginning to tak e  
root in th e  fe rtile  m ind of Ge orge  
Fox, w h o saw  w arfare  and 
viole nce  as th e  antith e sis of all 
Je sus’ te ach ing. 

H ow  th e n do w e  guard against 
th e  re ligious, de lusional, fantasie s 
such  as th ose  e xpe rie nce d by 
O live r and Ch arle s? I w ould 
ve nture  to sugge st th at w e  
ach ie ve  th is by applying our basic, 
and give n, good com m on se nse . 
Th is is som e th ing (incide ntally) 
w h ich  th e  Book  of Prove rbs 
large ly e ncourage s us to do. Th at 
is of course  assum ing lik e  Ian, 
O live r and Ch arle s, you h ave  a 
fundam e ntal ne e d in your life  for 
Scriptural auth ority. Th e  infl ue nce  
of Yah w e h  on th e  m indse t of 
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ignorant pe ople  is, h ow e ve r, a 
m atte r of de e p conce rn to m e . It 
curre ntly fue ls Am e rican fore ign 
policy in th e  M iddle  East. Th e  
Am e rican e vange list Joh n H age e  
le ads a ve ry strong Ch ristian 
lobby w h ich  is e ve n now  e ncour-
aging Ge orge  Bush  &  Co to attack  
Iraq  in a pre e m ptive  nucle ar 

strik e . W ith out th e  Ch ristian 
Righ t Bush  w ould not h ave  be e n 
e le cte d into offi ce  TW ICE! Sh ould 
w e  as Quak e rs re m ain sile nt 
w h ilst such  m adne ss and injustice  
pre vails?

Bill Bingh am , Glasgow  

Quak e r Worsh ip on Islay
Th e  be autifully sim ple  ch urch  at Kilm e ny, ne ar Ballygrant, on Islay, w as 
th e  sylvan se tting of a M e e ting for W orsh ip on 10 August. Th e  ve nue  
w as arrange d by Bronw e n Currie  (w h o h as re ce ntly m ove d to th e  island 
from  Edinburgh ) at th e  k ind invitation of th e  ch urch  m iniste r, Ste ve  
Fulch e r. H is atte ndance  w ith  h is w ife  and th re e  oth e r parish ione rs 
sw e lle d th e  m e e ting to fourte e n participants; including Frie nds from  as 
far aw ay as Fife , Glasgow , O ban and tw o cyclists from  Tigh nabruaich  
and Tarbe rt.

Th e  m inistry from  Frie nds w as w e ll re ce ive d, le ading afte r th e  M e e ting 
for W orsh ip to se arch ing q ue stions from  both  th e  m iniste r and h is fl ock , 
for all of w h om  Quak e r w orsh ip w as a ne w  e xpe rie nce . Surprise  w as 
e vince d th at Quak e rs “k ne w  th e ir Bible s so w e ll” (follow ing a passage  
re ad out as part of m inistry!).  

D iscussions follow e d during te a be fore  som e  of us h ad to de part 
re luctantly for our calm  and sunny crossing back  to th e  m ainland. Th e  
m iniste r e xpre sse d th e  h ope  th at Quak e rs w ould re turn to h is ch urch  
again, and w e  look  forw ard to doing so.  

Footnote :  Th e  QUAKERS FO R PEACE e m blazone d on th e  T-sh irt w orn 
by one  of our m e m be rs attracte d th e  atte ntion of tw o h olidaying 
Dutch m e n on th e  outw ard fe rry crossing. Th is le d to m any q ue stions 
about Quak e rism , so th e ir curiosity e nable d a bit of inform al and 
spontane ous outre ach  during th e  tw o-h our crossing.  
Th ink s!  Be e n th e re ; got th e  T-sh irt! … so k e e p w e aring it!!!      

Bobby Lock e  and oth e rs, Argyll.



12

Eve r since  Europe ans starte d 
se ttling in oth e r parts of th e  
w orld 400 ye ars ago, m any of 
th e m  h ave  done  w h at sim ply 
com e s naturally to th ose  in pow e r 
and e xploite d th e  ne w  countrie s 
for th e ir ow n e nds. Now adays it 
m ay not re q uire  a gunboat; a fe w  
click s of th e  com pute r m ouse  w ill 
sh unt m one y around from  one  
country to anoth e r.

M ille nnium  Goals
In 2000 le ade rs of 189  countrie s 
approve d e igh t M ille nnium  Goals 
to be  ach ie ve d by 2015; th e  fi rst 
one  is to re duce  by h alf th e  
num be r of pe ople  w h o h ave  to 
live  on le ss th an $1 (or 56p) pe r 
day. Im agine  th e  im pact on such  
pe ople  of th e  re ce nt incre ase s in 
th e  price s of staple  foods. 

Th e re  h as be e n progre ss, but in 
som e  countrie s, e spe cially in 
Africa, th e  pace  so far h as be e n 
far too slow. Th e  w e bsite  
w w w .e ndpove rty2015.org/goals 
e stim ate s th at inve stm e nt of 
about $50 billion pe r ye ar w ould 
be  suffi cie nt to ach ie ve  th e  goals.

O n 25 Se pte m be r th e re  w as a 
h igh -le ve l m e e ting at th e  UN in 
Ne w  York . Many countrie s and 
oth e r bodie s m ade  ne w  ple dge s. 
Th e  ‘m ajor com m itm e nts’ h igh -
ligh te d w e re  ove r $4.5 billion for 
e ducation and $3 billion for 
fi gh ting m alaria. Contrast th e se  
sum s w ith  th e  $700 billion be ing 

propose d as I w rite  in Bush ’s 
re scue  plan for th e  US e conom y. 
And $9 00 billion w as inve ste d 
globally in arm s in 2003.

De bt Re lie f
Th e  Inte rnational Mone tary Fund 
and th e  W orld Bank  approve d 
proje cts, m ade  loans (m uch  of th e  
m one y fi nding its w ay back  to 
de ve lope d countrie s) and now  
im pose  tough  re paym e nt plans. 

“I e ncourage  you in your 
advocacy for total de bt cance l-
lation for poor countrie s be cause , 
frank ly, it is a scandal th at w e  are  
force d to ch oose  be tw e e n basic 
h e alth  and e ducation for our 
pe ople  and re paying h istorical 
de bt.” —  Pre side nt M k apa of 
Tanzania, 2005 (q uote d from  
w w w .jubile e de btcam paign.org.uk ).

Trade  Justice
Th e ologian and fi lm -m ak e r 
Robe rt Be ck ford de scribe s in 
ch ristianaid.co.uk /actnow /opinion 
h ow  a part of Gh ana th at use d to 
grow  rice  succe ssfully w ith  local 
subsidie s w as de vastate d w h e n its 
m ark e t w as floode d w ith  ch e ap 
im ports. Village s w e re  th e re by 
im pove rish e d. H e  calls for 
e conom ic inde pe nde nce  for poor 
countrie s.

GCAP
Th e  cam paign 50 Global Days of 
Action against Pove rty &  Ine q ual-

Global Call to Action against Pove rty (GCAP)
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ity, w h ich  fi nish e s on 20 O ctobe r, 
is conce rne d w ith  th e  th re e  issue s 
of de bt cance llation, trade  justice  
and clim ate  ch ange .

Pe ople  are  ask e d to stand up 
toge th e r and m ak e  a de claration. 
Th is is a sm all part of th e  longe r 
ve rsion: “…W e  stand up now  
be cause  w e  do not w ish , ye ars 

from  now , to stand in front of th e  
ne xt ge ne ration and say ‘w e  k ne w  
th at m illions of pe ople  w e re  dying 
unne ce ssarily e ve ry ye ar – and w e  
stood by, doing noth ing.’ ”

I’m  planning to m ak e  a 
pre se ntation at th e  O ctobe r Are a 
M e e ting.

Jane  M itch e ll, Argyll

Sile nce

At Quak e r m e e tings , th e  s ile nce
of th e  as s e m bly is  unruffle d
by sounds of ch airs , cloth e s  or
th e  nois e s  of cars and ch ildre n.

Aw ay, s ile nce  is  diffe re nt.
Th e  studie d s ile nce  of librarie s .
Th e  m e aningful s ile nce  of accord.
Th e  angry s ile nce  of confrontation.

W e  spe ak  to com m unicate
but th e  nois e le s s  lattice s
be tw e e n w ords and pe ople
carrie s  m e s sage s  too,
lik e  our live s  —  not q uite  cle ar.

©  Fle m ing Carsw e ll, Glasgow

A Quie t Day for Scotland
Action of Ch urch e s Toge th e r in Scotland propose s an annual 
‘Quie t Day’ to be  h e ld on th e  w e e k e nd ne are st to St Andre w 's 
Day (30 Nove m be r). W h at th e y sugge st is th at ch urch e s organise  
w h at sounds q uite  lik e  a sh ort pe riod of Quak e r w orsh ip.
Re source s are  available  on th e  w e bsite  w w w .acts-scotland.org.

 From  Inspirations from  North e rn Ireland, Scotland and W ale s, Anch or Book s
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A Quak e r on H irosh im a day*

O ne  m inute  be fore  th e  start
m y dirty h and s h ak e n at th e  door.
Sile nce .

Sile nce  for fifte e n m inute s .
Stand to spe ak  on garde n paradox:
“Last ch ore  th is  m orning’s garde ning
—  traffic-com poste d w e e ds
th row n into com m unity garde n.
Is  th e  rubbis h  good or bad?”

Th e  Frie nds de bate d it
th is  H iros h im a day.
No ve rdict.

No pe rson is  s im ply good or e vil
but m ixture s  in varying proportions
on diffe re nt subje cts
—  at le ast so I be lie ve .

Me e ting’s s ile nt profundity
brok e n by e nte ring w ave  of ch ildre n
not subdue d by adult s ile nce .

Afte r s ixty m inute s
m ultiple  h ands h ak e s , 
q uie t w ords .

*Th e  atom ic bom b w as droppe d on H irosh im a on 6 August, 19 45. 

©  Fle m ing Carsw e ll, Glasgow
Publish e d in O ctobe r Ne w sle tte r of H orfi e ld Quak e rs (2001).  
Publish e d in Inspirations from  North e rn Ireland, Scotland and W ale s, 
Anch or Book s. 
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W ords th at m atte r:    Th ou s h alt love  
th y ne igh bour as th ys e lf

Gospe l of Th om as Group – Sh ort Se m inar 2008
W e  w ill be  m e e ting  on Sunday 26 O ctobe r at Dalry and inte nd to 
discuss Logion (Saying) 11.  Ple ase  le t us k now  as soon as possible  if 
you inte nd to com e .
Furth e r de tails from  Rose m ary Gascoyne , 57 Main St, Dalry, DG7 3UP, 
te le ph one  01644 430468, or by e m ail from  
Jack  Sq uire s at cum m e rtre e s@ btinte rne t.com .

Quak e r Que st Pre paration for 2009
W e  h ave  de cide d to use  National Quak e r W e e k  2009  to publicise  a 
Quak e r Que st program m e  th at w e  are  going to run in Glasgow. Each  
program m e  is a se rie s of public m e e tings (be tw e e n 3 to 6 m e e tings) on 
Quak e r th e m e s 
If it is succe ssful, w e  w ould h ope  to run th e  program m e  on oth e r 
occasions and in oth e r locations w ith in our Are a M e e ting (and possibly 
furth e r afi e ld). W e  w ill ne e d a core  te am  to run th e  program m e  
(facilitators and ‘support staff’) w h ich  is w h y w e  are  giving ourse lve s a 
good ye ar to pre pare  for it. Late r on w e  w ill ne e d to e nsure  th at 
m e m be rs of th e  core  te am  re ce ive  training in facilitation of th e  
program m e , publicising it, e tc.
To start th e  ball rolling w e  h ave  organise d a ‘Motivation and Inspiration 
W ork sh op’ ne xt m onth  on Saturday, 18 O ctobe r, 10.30 to 4.30 in th e  
M e e ting H ouse . Tw o e xpe rie nce d facilitators David Bow ge tt (Le e ds) and 
M ich ae l H e nne ssy (Runcorn) are  com ing to sh are  w ith  us som e  of th e  
e xpe rie nce s of succe ssful Quak e r Que st program m e s in England. I am  
h oping th at som e  of you w ill h ave  h e ard of th e  program m e  and w ill be  
e nth usiastic about ge tting it off th e  ground in Scotland. 

Pe te  Stuart, O utre ach  Com m itte e , Glasgow

August AM Minute s – Truste e s’ Re port
Th e  Truste e s’ Re port m e ntione d in th e  M inute s is not attach e d to th e m  
be cause  it is q uite  long. 
Copie s are  available  on re q ue st from  Margare t Morton, 
te l. 0141 889  2865, e m ail m argare tm orton@ btope nw orld.com .

 Notice s



16

W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is publish e d by 
W e st Scotland Are a M e e ting 

of th e  Re ligious Socie ty of Frie nds (Quak e rs), 
38 Elm bank  Cre sce nt, Glasgow , G2 4PS.  

Te le ph one  0141 248 849 3
Ch arity re giste re d in Scotland No SC011234

Printe d by  Glasgow  pdc, 130 Douglas Stre e t, G2 4H F

Copy for th e  ne xt W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s sh ould be  se nt by 
W e dne sday 29  O ctobe r to th e  e ditor at th e  addre ss on page  2.

Octobe r Are a Me e ting

Th e  follow ing Are a M e e ting w ill be  in Glasgow  on 15 Nove m be r.

Th e  m e e ting w ill be  h e ld in 
Dunblane  in th e  Anne xe  to Scottish  
Ch urch e s H ouse  (not Le igh ton 
H ouse !) on Saturday 18 O ctobe r at 
11 for 11.30. Th is is th e  north e rn-
m ost building sh ow n on th e  m ap, 
and is be h ind th e  m ain building. 

A train le ave s Glasgow  Que e n 
Stre e t at 1011 arriving in Dunblane  
at 1048, and a bus (de stination 
Dunde e ) le ave s Glasgow  Buch anan 
Bus Station at 1000 arriving at 
Dunblane  Police  Station at 1056. 
Cross to th e  e ast side  at th e  railw ay 
station and tak e  Stirling Road 
tow ards H igh  Stre e t. From  th e  
Police  Station (bus stop) tak e  
Be e ch  Road dow n to H igh  Stre e t. 
In e ith e r case  continue  north  along 
H igh  Stre e t and th e n past th e  Cath e dral.

Cars can turn into H igh  Stre e t from  Pe rth  Road B8033 (roundabout) 
and m ay be  park e d at H aining, north  of th e  Cath e dral or in th e  Brae port 
Ce ntre  carpark  off Kirk  Stre e t from  w h ich  th e re  is le ve l acce ss to th e  
Anne xe . (Th e  acce ss dire ct from  Kirk  Stre e t h as a ste e p path  w ith  ste ps.) 




