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Th e  de adline  for th e  ne xt e dition of W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is
W e dne sday, 1 April.  

Copy sh ould be  se nt to th e  Editor, Jane  M itch e ll, e ith e r on pape r or 
disk , by post to 

Kirk ok e rry, M illh ouse , Tigh nabruaich , Argyll PA21 2BW , 
or in W ord or plain te xt by e m ail to:      w sq n@ ph one coop.coop.
Te le ph one    0845 345 719 6 or 01700 811229 .

Th e  opinions e xpre sse d in th is publication are  th ose  of 
individuals. Th e y do not ne ce ssarily re pre se nt th e  vie w  
of th e  Re ligious Socie ty of Frie nds (Quak e rs).

W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is available  online  (in PDF form at) at 
w w w .q uak e rscotland.org/w e st

From  th e  Editor
I am  ve ry ple ase d to say th at Bryan Bow e s of M ilngavie  M e e ting is now  
th e  Assistant Editor. W e  h ave n't e ntire ly w ork e d out ye t h ow  w e  w ill 
w ork  toge th e r, but th e  plan is th at h e  w ill tak e  ove r as Editor ne xt ye ar. 
H e  h as produce d an illustrate d pie ce  and I th ank  h im  for proofre ading 
th is issue . Th e  re sponsibility for any re m aining e rrors is m ine .

O n anoth e r subje ct, th e  Are a M e e ting ne e ds to cut costs. Ple ase  se e  th e  
notice  on page  13 about th e  distribution of th is ne w sle tte r and m inute s.
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 Cle rk ’s Le tte r
Eve nts w h ich  Inspire  and Ch alle nge
In m y fi rst cle rk ’s m ailing from  Frie nds H ouse  th e re  w as inform ation 
about se ve ral national confe re nce s and e ve nts, to w h ich  w e  w e re  be ing 
invite d to se nd re pre se ntative s. O ne  w as a joint Quak e r Pe ace  and Social 
W itne ss (QPSW ) and W oodbrook e  program m e  on A Z e ro Grow th  
Econom y? W h at w ould it m ean for us all? Th is notice  w as of particular 
inte re st to m e , as I w as cle rk  of QPSW  Ce ntral Com m itte e  w h e n th e  
de cision w as m ade  to lay dow n QPSW  Re pre se ntative  Council and 
re place  it w ith  a varie d program m e  of e ve nts, aim e d to e ngage  a w ide  
range  of Frie nds in sh aring inform ation and le arning about Quak e r 
w itne ss for pe ace  and social justice  in a w ay w h ich  inspire s and 
ch alle nge s.

At our Nove m be r Are a M e e ting w e  h e ard Alistair McIntosh  talk  about 
th e  link s be tw e e n th e  e nvironm e nt, th e  e conom y and our life  style s. 
Alistair is one  of th e  spe ak e rs at th is confe re nce . Much  as good spe ak e rs 
can be  inspirational, th e re  is a fi ne  line  be tw e e n be ing inspire d and 
be ing e nte rtaine d. Inspiration le ads to action. Alth ough  th e  Frie nd 
atte nding th e  confe re nce  m ay ch oose  to tak e  pe rsonal action, th e  
M e e ting w h ich  se nds th e m  ne e ds to conside r h ow  to tak e  m atte rs 
forw ard. I am  ple ase d to se e  th at th e re  is an atte m pt to e ngage  local 
m e e tings in th e  subje ct m atte r of th is e ve nt by providing study m ate rial 
to facilitate  re fl e ction on th e  type  of w orld w e  ne e d to live  in if w e  are  to 
h alt e nvironm e ntal de gradation and spe cifi cally on th e  im pact of our 
e conom ic syste m  on th e  e nvironm e nt.

Eve nts such  as th is are  part of w h at stre ngth e ns us as a gath e re d 
pe ople . At th is critical tim e  I th ink  w e  are  be ing ch alle nge d to be  a truly 
gath e re d com m unity: to w ork  toge th e r, locally, re gionally and nationally. 
In acting toge th e r, as an e xpre ssion of our faith , w e  e ngage  our e ne rgy 
and our passion. W e  live  out our Te stim ony. It th e re fore  se e m s m ost 
appropriate  to m e  th at th e  th e m e  of Britain Ye arly M e e ting Gath e ring 
2009  is Creating Com m unity: Cre ating Connections. H ow  can w e  build 
and stre ngth e n our conne ctions w ith in W e st Scotland Are a M e e ting and 
be yond to our w ide r Quak e r ne tw ork s, to support us as w e  struggle  to 
live  auth e ntically and w itne ss faith fully?

Elizabe th  Alle n
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 Re ports
Are a Me e ting (AM): Glasgow , 17 January
A ne w  Trie nnium
Re port by H e le n MacDonald
Afte r a long but e asy drive  it w as 
good to arrive  in Glasgow  and 
h ave  a ve ry w e lcom e  coffe e  and 
pie ce  of sh ortbre ad. It is so 
e njoyable  se e ing all th e  “w e e l 
k e nt” face s as w e ll as som e  not so 
w e ll k now n and e xch anging ne w s. 
Th e re  are  alw ays ple nty of sm ile s 
and it is re assuring to fe e l as if I 
be long to a large  and scatte re d 
fam ily. 

At th e  appointe d tim e  w e  all 
gath e re d in th e  large  M e e ting 
Room  for our fi rst Are a M e e ting of 
th e  ne w  trie nnium  w ith  our ne w  
Cle rk , Elizabe th  Allan and 
Assistant Cle rk , Anne  Dunford. 
Th e  fi rst th ing th at I be cam e  
aw are  of … no com pute r! O ur 
pre vious tw o cle rk s h ad brough t 
us into th e  re alm s of ne w  te ch -
nology and alth ough  I k now  som e  
w e re  not too k e e n on th is type  of 
progre ss, I h adn’t be e n both e re d 
one  w ay or th e  oth e r. Se e ing th e  
cle rk s w ith out th e  obstacle  of th e  
m onitor in front of th e m , I 
re alise d th at to m e  th e  com pute r 
h ad introduce d a sligh t fe e ling of 
divisive ne ss; I m ust adm it I 
e njoye d going back  to th e  good 
old days of pe n and pape r. I am  
m yse lf a re luctant com pute r use r!

W e  m anage d to ge t th rough  
q uite  a fe w  ite m s be fore  lunch , 
m ostly norm al AM  busine ss of 
re ports and appointm e nts plus th e  
annual ch e ck  of th e  Marriage  
Re giste r; th e re  w as only one  
Quak e r m arriage  in 2008. It h ad 
also be e n propose d th at th e  
le tte rs of our pre vious cle rk , 
Martin Manse ll, w h ich  appe are d 
in W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s, 
sh ould be  put toge th e r and 
publish e d. Th is w as th ough t to be  
a good ide a and Jane  M itch e ll h as 
agre e d to organise  th e  production 
of a com pute r disc, as th is w ill be  
a le ss costly m e th od th an printing 
a book le t. I e njoye d liste ning to 
Liz Ande rton’s re port of h e r ow n 
e xpe rie nce  on atte nding th e  
Quak e r Life  Re pre se ntative  
Council. Sh e  obviously found it a 
ve ry w orth w h ile  and de e ply 
spiritual e xpe rie nce .

   Lunch tim e  and de licious 
arom as e ntice d us dow nstairs. 
H ow  could busine ss m e e tings 
survive  w ith out th e  re viving bow l 
of h ot nutritious soup? Th ank  you 
to all th e  soup m ak e rs e ve ry-
w h e re . W e  couldn’t do w ith out 
you. Enjoying th e  com pany again, 
se e ing m ore  sm ile s, q uie t face s, 
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Me e ting for Suffe rings (MfS): 2 De ce m be r 2006 
(2)

h e aring snatch e s of conve rsations 
both  e asy and se rious, w h at a 
love ly and inte re sting m ix of 
pe ople  w e  are . I did fe e l for th ose  
w h o h ad to atte nd th e  truste e s’ 
m e e ting during lunch . It se e m s a 
pity th at be cause  of distance s and 
tim e , m e e tings h ave  to tak e  
priority ove r th e  brie f m om e nts 
w e  h ave  to socialise .

Ene rgise d by our food and 
com pany, w e  starte d on th e  
afte rnoon se ssion. O ur truste e s 
w e re  still m e e ting, so th e  Cle rk  
re organise d th e  ite m s on th e  
age nda to cope  w ith  th is. AM  h ad 
be e n ask e d to clarify th e  pro-
ce dure  for w riting th e  re ports on 
visiting applicants for m e m be r-
sh ip. As de cisions on th is subje ct 
h ad be e n m ade  at a Month ly 
M e e ting som e  ye ars ago, th e  Cle rk  
propose d using “golde n m inute s”. 
Th e se  w ould be  e xtracte d from  
th e  norm al m inute s and fi le d 
se parate ly in orde r to m ak e  it 
e asie r to obtain th e  ne ce ssary 
inform ation ne e de d to de al w ith  
all type s of on-going proce dure s. 
O nce  th e  truste e s re turne d, w e  
h e ard th e ir re port follow e d by our 
Tre asure r’s propose d budge t for 
2009 . A lot of h ard w ork  h ad 
gone  into com piling th e  draft 
budge t and Margare t Morton is to 
be  com plim e nte d. Sh e  h ad found 
it diffi cult to balance  th e  fi gure s 

and h as h ad to sugge st w ays of 
cutting e xpe nditure  and 
incre asing incom e , w h ich  is not at 
all e asy in th is tim e  of fi nancial 
re straint. Th e  last ite m  for th e  day 
w as re garding th e  ne w  m e e ting 
h ouse  in W igtow n and it w as 
e xciting to inform  th e  m e e ting 
th at AM  sh ould ow n th e  building 
by 15 Fe bruary at th e  late st. Th is 
is w h e n planning pe rm ission for 
ch ange  of use  of th e  building is 
e xpe cte d to be  approve d. 
Ne e dle ss to say, I am  look ing 
forw ard w ith  gre at e nth usiasm  to 
h aving such  an im portant asse t 
for W e st Scotland.

It w as a ve ry long day and w e  
m anage d to w ork  th rough  th e  
w h ole  age nda w ith  th e  e xce ption 
of only one  ite m , w h ich  w as 
pre tty good going. W e ll done  to 
th e  Cle rk  and h e r assistant at th e  
start of th e ir ne w  dutie s.

Afte r be ing sustaine d by som e  
e xce lle nt sw e e t and savoury 
bak ing, w e  se t off for th e  rath e r 
scary journe y h om e . It w as good 
to sh are  th e  driving as th e  w ind 
and rain w e re  fi e rce  and w e  also 
h ad a police  dive rsion th rough  
som e  e ve n narrow e r country 
roads around Maybole  as, w e  
discove re d late r, som e  tre e s h ad 
be e n blow n across roads. 
Th ank fully w e  arrive d safe ly back  
in W igtow n to cle ar starry sk ie s!
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Me e ting for Suffe rings (MfS): 7 Fe bruary, 2009
Can w e  say w h at w e  stand for?
Re port by Pe te r Ch risty
At M e e ting for Suffe rings I w as 
re m inde d of th e  Guru w h o w e nt 
up th e  Mountain and m e t up w ith  
God. Afte r a long discussion h e  
cam e  dow n and told h is stude nts 
all about it and th e y im m e diate ly 
ask e d h im  to w rite  it dow n, h e  
re fuse d saying th at if h e  did it 
w ould be com e  a ‘Re ligion’.

In se arch ing for confi rm ation of 
th is tale  I cam e  across th e  
follow ing from  th e  Su fi  tradition:
Rabia w as ask e d, “Do you love  
God?” Sh e  answ e re d “Ye s.” “Do 
you h ate  th e  de vil?” Sh e  
answ e re d, “No, m y love  of God 
le ave s m e  no tim e  to h ate  th e  
de vil.” 

Both  th e se  re late  to Suffe rings’ 
m ain topic th is se ssion w h ich  w as 
conside ration of th e  docum e nt 
Th e  Nature  and M ission of th e  
Ch urch . As I unde rstand it, th is is 
part of th e  proce ss of atte m pting 
to m ak e  th e  Socie ty m ore  unde r-
standable  to th e  oth e r Ch ristian 
Ch urch e s to facilitate  incre ase d 
joint e cum e nical w ork . Th e re  
w e re , h ow e ve r, m any th e re  w h o 
said th at at a local le ve l it w ould 
m ak e  no diffe re nce  to th e  alre ady 
e xce lle nt and e ffe ctive  w ork ing 
re lations.

Th e  W orld Council of Ch urch e s 
h ad ask e d a num be r of q ue stions 
about our Ch urch . Th e ir q ue stions 

w e re  cle arly ve rse d in “Ch ristian 
Ch urch ” te rm s, th us th e  initial 
re sponse  from  Quak e r Com -
m itte e  for Ch ristian &  Inte rfaith  
Re lations te nde d to follow  th e  
sam e  language , w h ich  to m any 
Frie nds w as lik e  a re d rag to a 
bull. Th e  late st re sponse  w as in a 
language  m uch  m ore  re cogniz-
able  to Frie nds and ch alle nge d 
th e  e stablish m e nt w ith  ph rase s 
such  as: ‘w e  try to draw  our 
ch urch  toge th e r base d on love  
rath e r th an th ings such  as th e  
sacram e nts.’ But th e  w h ole  
e xe rcise  de m onstrate d th e  
diffi culty of trying to se t out 
be lie fs of a group such  as Quak e rs 
w h e re  th e re  is no cre e d and, m ore  
controve rsially, a signifi cant 
num be r of Frie nds are  not 
ne ce ssarily Ch ristian ye t m ak e  
pe rfe ctly good Frie nds. 

A ple nary se ssion w as h e ld afte r 
th e  m atte r h ad be e n discusse d in 
our h om e  group. Th e  discussion 
follow e d th e  all too usual Quak e r 
proce ss w h e re  th e  cle rk  fi rst 
se nse d one  e xtre m e  and th e n 
anoth e r. From  m y com fortable  
se at in th e  back  row , it w as 
appare nt th at th e re  w as a sm all 
num be r of Frie nds w h o w e re n't 
going to h appy w ith  any public-
ation of th is type , but th e  vast 
m ajority fe lt th at, w h ile  th e re  
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w e re  diffi cultie s in th e  docum e nt, 
all th e  discussions in th e  w orld 
w ould not sort th e m  out and, 
give n th e  nature  of th e  targe t 
audie nce , it w ould on balance  be  
a ve ry use ful docum e nt. Young 
Frie nds pre se nt m ade  it ve ry cle ar 
th at th e y alre ady use d th e  e arlie r 
drafts ve ry e ffe ctive ly in outre ach  
w ork , and look  forw ard to th e  
sim plifi e d docum e nt prom ise d.

For th ose  inte re ste d in m ak ing 
th e ir ow n m ind up, ple ase  go to 
w w w .q uak e r.org.uk  and go to th e  

M e e ting for Suffe rings page  and 
se arch  for “th e  nature  and 
m ission” and th e  docum e nt 
sh ould appe ar.

O ne  of th e  q ue stions ask e d w as 
w h e re  Frie nds stood on sin to 
w h ich  th e  Socie tie s re sponse  w as 
“O ur w itne ss h as e ve r be e n le ss to 
th e  ide ntifi cation of sin, and m ore  
to fi nding th at of God in th ose  w e  
e ncounte r.” Isn’t th e re  a lot of 
com m onality across th e  
traditions? 
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 Fe ature s

Am  I alone  in w onde ring w h e re  
m y fe llow  Frie nds stand on th e  
old notion of Quak ing? I w as 
brough t up in a fam ily w h o h ad at 
le ast a pe riph e ral involve m e nt in 
th e  Socie ty of Frie nds and th e  
m e aning of th e  w ord h as alw ays 
inte re ste d m e . At fi rst, I use d to 
im agine  Ge orge  Fox visibly 
sh ak ing w h e n h e  spok e  —  h ow  
e lse  could som e one  oth e r th an 
h im se lf k now  th at h e  w as 
q uak ing? W h e n, as a m e m be r 
m yse lf, I w as fi nally force d to m y 
fe e t to spe ak , I be gan to unde r-
stand th at th e  fe e ling I h ad in m y 
solar ple xus could not be  
de scribe d as anyth ing oth e r th an 
q uak ing. But h ow  in th e  e arly 
days, did th ose  w h o applie d th e  
w ord to us (m y unde rstanding is 
th at w e  did not ch oose  it) k now  
th at Quak e rs w e re  fe e ling th at 
fe e ling?

W h e n I th ough t about it at all, I 
h ad alw ays th ough t th at I could 
re cognise  som e one  spe ak ing 
drive n by th at sh ak ine ss inside , 
but h ow  w ould I re ally k now ? I 
w as in a M e e ting once  w h e n a 
young m an w h o h ad ne ve r be e n 
in a M e e ting be fore  rose  to h is 
fe e t and m ade  a bald state m e nt 
about h is fe e lings. Be cause  I k ne w  
h im  a little , and k ne w  th e  circum -
stance s th at h ad brough t th is 

forth , I w as de e ply m ove d, but 
afte rw ards som e one  ask e d us to 
ge t back  to th e  spiritual m e aning 
of our M e e ting for W orsh ip. I 
found it ve ry h ard to acce pt th at 
anyone  w ould not h ave  re cog-
nise d h is young m an’s spiritual 
le ading, h ow e ve r brie fl y h e  h ad 
e xpre sse d it. Th e  young m an in 
q ue stion cle arly th ough t som e -
th ing strange  h ad h appe ne d to 
h im . As h e  e xplaine d late r, h e  h ad 
not m e ant to spe ak , did not k now  
th at h e  w as going to say anyth ing, 
but found h im se lf on h is fe e t and 
w as now  fe e ling q uite  tre m bly 
about th e  w h ole  th ing, w h ich  h ad 
re ally m ove d h im . Th is h as le d m e  
to w onde r if m y ow n be lie f th at I 
sh ould not spe ak  unle ss I fe e l th is 
“q uak ing” is m e re ly a pe rsonal 
q uirk  of m ine , or is it ge ne rally 
sh are d, but w e  don’t lik e  to spe ak  
about it? It is h ard to spe ak  
com fortably w ith  oth e rs about 
fe e lings th at you are  not ce rtain 
are  sh are d or unde rstood by 
th e m , and th at you yourse lf do 
not unde rstand logically yourse lf. 

I once  did h e ar som e one  spe ak , 
th ough  h altingly, in public on th is 
subje ct. Many ye ars ago I w as at 
Ye arly M e e ting w h e n th e  Cle rk  
trie d to stop th e  M e e ting at th e  
due  tim e , but w h e n th e  m atte r of 
th e  M e e ting h ad not be e n fully 

“Quak ing”
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H ym ns and Socie ty
H ym ns are  not ofte n h e ard aw ay from  ch urch  se rvice s. So it com e s as a 
surprise  to liste n to Gustav H olst’s Th e  Planets w h e n sudde nly th e  m usic 
for th e  plane t Jupite r launch e s into th e  tune  of th e  h ym n ‘I vow  to th e e  
m y country’. Th e  fi rst ve rse  is about our re lation to our h om e land, but 
th e  se cond is about God’s k ingdom . It h as th e  love ly line s: ‘and soul by 
soul and sile ntly h e r sh ining bounds incre ase , and h e r w ays are  w ays of 
ge ntle ne ss and all h e r path s are  pe ace ’.

Anoth e r h ym n w h ich  e vok e s th e  com m unity of God is th e  e ve ning 
h ym n ‘Th e  day Th ou gave st, Lord, h as e nde d’. As th e  e arth  turns and w e  
fall asle e p th e  sun w ak e s ‘our bre th re n ’ne ath  th e  w e ste rn sk y’, so th at 
th e  voice  of praye r ne ve r falls sile nt. In th e  h ym n w rite r’s day th e  sun 
ne ve r se t on th e  British  Em pire . But h e  w asn’t th ink ing narrow ly of h is 
ow n countrym e n spre ad across th e  globe . H is glorious last ve rse  e xplains 
th at alth ough  ‘e arth ’s proud e m pire s’ w ill pass aw ay, God’s Kingdom  w ill 
grow  fore ve r.

com ple te d. Th e  fe e ling in M e e ting 
w as ve ry strong, upse t, angry and 
ve ry unh appy. Th e  Cle rk  late r 
apologise d for stick ing to th e  tim e  
lim it, e xplaining th at h e  w as use d 
to spe ak ing in public, but th at h e  
found, at any tim e , spe ak ing in 
M e e ting “aw e som e ” and be ing th e  
Cle rk  to Ye arly M e e ting m uch  
m ore  so. H e  h ad fe lt re sponsible  
for th e  sm ooth  running of th e  
com plicate d age nda w h ile  re cog-
nising th at th e  subje ct unde r 
conside ration h ad still a long w ay 
to run. I fe lt upse t for h im  and 
w onde re d h ow  h e  w ould be  able  
to face  th e  re st of th e  program m e , 
but I also re alise d th at h e  h ad 
raise d th e  issue  for m e  of w h e th e r 
th e re  re ally is a com pulsion in us 
also th at w e  h ave  to spe ak  out 
w h e n w e  fe e l th e  “q uak ing”.

I h ave  not spok e n pre viously 

about e ith e r of th e se  tw o 
e xam ple s and I now  w onde r w h y. 
Is it be cause  our re sponse s to 
m inistry are  so pe rsonal, h ow  
som e  m inistry spe ak s so cle arly to 
us and som e  oth e r h ardly at all? 
Can w e  in actuality alw ays 
re cognise  th e  de pth  from  w h ich  
som e one ’s m inistry com e s, or do 
w e  lose  th e   possibility of such  
re cognition if w e  be com e  use d to 
m inistry w h ich  is supe rficial, 
alm ost de bate , or if our m e e ting is 
use d too ofte n  as th e rapy for our 
distre ss. Doe s th is dull th e  e dge  of 
our pe rce ption? Maybe  th e  
proble m  is th at w e  h ave  be e n so 
traine d in polite ne ss and are  so 
aw are  of not upse tting oth e rs or 
fe ar sounding as th ough  w e  h ave  
pre pare d such  m inistry, th at w e  
avoid talk ing about it. 

Joyce  M innis, Glasgow
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Th e  be autiful w ords and tune s of h ym ns such  as th e se  draw  us out of 
ourse lve s w h e n w e  be com e  too focuse d on our ow n proble m s. Som e  
h ym ns h ow e ve r don’t h ave  q uite  such  cle ar m e ssage s. For e xam ple , th e re  
are  th e  rath e r aw k w ard line s about a se rvant ‘w h o sw e e ps a room  as for 
Th y law s m ak e s th at and th e  action fi ne .’ I’ve  alw ays w onde re d w h e th e r 
th e y w e re  w ritte n on be h alf of h ypocritical e m ploye rs. A se rvant se tting 
about drudge ry pe rfe ctly as if for God w ould be ne fi t any e m ploye r.

My cynical th ough ts ch im e  w ith  Karl Marx’s jibe  th at re ligion is th e  
opium  of th e  m asse s – it’s a conve nie nt de vice  use d by pow e rful pe ople  
to k e e p oth e rs subdue d and obe die nt. W e  sh ouldn’t le t h is re m ark  
oppre ss us. ‘O pium ’ im plie s a fuddle d m ind. In contrast, ch urch  se rvice s 
h e lp us to th ink  cle arly about our role s in life  as Ch ristians.

Th is w e e k  I h appe ne d to be  in London and took  th e  opportunity to se e  
th e  Royal Acade m y’s e xh ibition of art w ork s from  th e  Byzantine  Em pire . 
Th e  introductory inform ation h as m aps sh ow ing h ow  th at e m pire  gre w  
around th e  M e dite rrane an. It be gan in 330, e ve ntually sh rink ing 
gradually ove r ce nturie s to e nd in 1453. Now adays global pow e r m ay 
not last a ce ntury and can m e lt in a m atte r of m onth s if not w e e k s.

In 19 9 0 it w as th e  com m unist syste m  advocate d by Karl Marx th at 
m e lte d. Now  capitalism  h as sh udde re d alarm ingly. Just w e e k s ago 
m one y trade rs be lie ve d th at th e y w e re  m aste rs of th e  unive rse ; now  
th e y’re  re ve ale d as foolish  gam ble rs. Re pe rcussions of th is crisis are  still 
to com e  and w ill affe ct us all, including vulne rable  pe ople  in m ore  fragile  
e conom ie s across our plane t.

Sure ly th e  ne e d for Ch ristians to th ink  cle arly h as ne ve r be e n gre ate r. 
And w h at a ble ssing to e xpe rie nce  th e  solidarity of m e e ting toge th e r in 
our ch urch  se rvice s th at can not only give  us pe ace  of m ind in a 
be w ilde ring w orld, but also th e  clue s to point us to our Ch ristian w ay 
forw ard.

Margare t Gladde n, M ilngavie

Th e  above  article  w as publish e d in th e  ‘Yours Faith fully’ colum n of Th e  
Be arsde n &  M ilngavie  H e rald in Novem b e r 2008 b e fore  th e  full seve rity of 
th e  e conom ic crisis w as appare nt. It w as not w ritten specifi cally for Quak e r 
re ade rs.
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Our nucle ar De te rre nt

Som e  e ncouraging ne w s 
Spe ak ing on Radio 4’s Th e  W orld Tonigh t on 29  January Ge ne ral Jack  
Sh e e h an said:

“I th ink  th e  UK is  ve ry close  to saying w e ’re  th e  first pe rm ane nt 
m e m be r of th e  Se curity Council to do aw ay w ith  nucle ar w e apons . 
I th ink  it is  e ntire ly poss ible  th at th e  Britis h  gove rnm e nt, for a lot 
of good re asons , could do it and it w ould le ad th e  w orld. …  All of a 
sudde n you call into q ue stion w h y th e  Fre nch  h ave  such  a syste m . 
…  It cre ate s  an im pe tus for th e  US and Russ ia to m ove  aw ay from  
th is  pos ition th e y're  curre ntly in, to start a dialogue  to build on.”

Ge ne ral Sh e e h an is form e r NATO  Supre m e  Allie d Com m ande r Atlantic 
and w as spe ak ing in support of th e  stance  re ce ntly tak e n by th re e  re tire d 
se nior UK m ilitary figure s. 

Bryan Bow e s, M ilngavie

Source : BBC w e bsite  (h ttp://ne w s.bbc.co.uk /1/h i/uk /7859 046.stm  or 
ask  your brow se r for “bbc sh e e h an tride nt”).

     Quak e rs  in th e  rain at Faslane  —  Ph oto by Bryan Bow e s
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 Notice s
W SQN and Minute s online ? Ple ase  re ad!
For ove r a ye ar, th is ne w sle tte r h as be e n publish e d online  at th e  addre ss 
at th e  foot of page  2.

Som e  re ade rs m ay lik e  to re ce ive  th e  ne w sle tte r by acce ssing th e  
w e bsite . Th is m ak e s for th e  Are a M e e ting a saving on printing, pack ing 
and postage  costs. If you do your re ading online  it also save s pape r. 

Th e  Ne w sle tte r is cre ate d w ith  th e  body te xt in 14-point font on A4 
page s, and th is is w h at is publish e d on th e  w e bsite  in pdf form at. Th e  
printe r re duce s th e  page s to A5 for th e  usual pape r e dition. Softw are  to 
re ad pdf form at (Adobe  Acrobat) is fre e ly available .

At pre se nt M e m be rs re ce ive  printe d copie s of AM  M inute s, and 
Glasgow  Frie nds re ce ive  Glasgow  LM  M inute s in th e  sam e  m ailing. It is 
not appropriate  to put th e se  on a public w e bsite , but it is possible  for 
th e m  to be  se nt as attach m e nts to an e m ail m e ssage .

If you w ish  to ch ange  th e  w ay in w h ich  you re ce ive  th e se  docum e nts, 
ple ase  se nd m e  an e m ail at w sq n@ ph one coop.coop. In it say w h e th e r 
you w ould lik e  to h ave  no furth e r postal m ailings. W h e th e r you ch oose  
th is option or not, ple ase  also le t m e  k now  w h e th e r you w ould lik e  
(1) an e m ail notification w h e n th e  Ne w sle tte r is publish e d on th e  w e b, 
(2) an e m ail attach m e nt in pdf form at of th e  AM  M inute s, 
(3) an e m ail attach m e nt in pdf form at of Glasgow  LM  M inute s.

I k now  th at m any pe ople  re ce ive  th e  m inute s dire ctly from  th e  cle rk s 
w h o produce  th e m ; such  Frie nds m ay h ave  no ne e d to ge t th e m  w ith  th e  
ne w sle tte r. O n th e  oth e r h and a printe d copy m ay be  ve ry use ful for 
th ose  w h o participate  in busine ss m e e tings.

Editor
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Middle  East Fe stival of 
Spirituality &  Pe ace  in Edinburgh
Main e ve nts 28 Fe bruary–15 March  
Th e se  include  th e  follow ing e ve ning talk s w ith  forum s afte rw ards. 

Le e na Nam m ari, 2 March    
A Space  to Bre ath e  (Scotland-M iddle  East Ide ntity)
Joh n Roge rs, 3 March
Alte rnative  Vie w s to th e  Curre nt Global Econom y -
  th e  Im pact of Spirituality, Psych ology and Group Proce ss
Rich ard H ollow ay, 4 March   
Th e  Art of Re sistance  
Ibrah im  Issa, 9  March
Peace  and D em ocratic Education at th e  H ope  Flow e rs Sch ool, Beth le h e m
Ste ph e n W righ t, 11 March
Th e  W aste  Land —  Spirituality, H e alth  and H e aling
Alastair McIntosh , 13 March
Gilgam e sh  and Siduri's W isdom : 
  a Study of Clim ate  Ch ange  and th e  Ancie nts.

For de tails of ch airm e n, forum  pane llists, ve nue s, tim e s and book ings 
and for oth e r e ve nts, ple ase  visit th e  w e bsite  w w w .m e sp.org.uk  or w rite  
to th e  addre ss be low. 

Exh ibitions &  D isplays , various date s until 16 March

Edinburgh  Inte rnational Ce ntre  for Spirituality and Pe ace  (or EICSP)
4 W illiam  Black  Place , South  Que e nsfe rry, Edinburgh , EH 30 9 PZ

Scottish  Ch arity SC0389 9 6 
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W ords th at m atte r:    Th ou s h alt love  
th y ne igh bour as th ys e lf

Anth ology in aid of SCH A
Scottish  Ch urch e s H ousing Action (SCH A) is a ch arity of w h ich  Quak e rs 
are  a part. Joh n Foste r of South  East Scotland Are a M e e ting is our 
re pre se ntative  on th e  m anage m e nt com m itte e  and Alastair Cam e ron 
(also of SE Scotland AM) is th e  Ch ie f Exe cutive . SCH A pe rsuade s and 
assists ch urch e s to re de ve lop re dundant or ove r-large  ch urch  buildings 
as affordable  h ousing. It also facilitate s and assists th e  de ve lopm e nt, 
th rough out Scotland, of various initiative s to h e lp all th ose  in h ousing 
ne e d or w h o are  vulne rable  in th e ir first te nancie s. Finally, it e ducate s 
and lobbie s w ith  a vie w  to supporting th e  Scottish  Gove rnm e nt in its 
policy to ach ie ve  se ttle d h ousing for m ost h om e le ss pe ople  by 2012. For 
m ore  inform ation, se e  th e ir w e bsite  on w w w .ch urch e s-h ousing.org .

Curre ntly I’m  trying to raise  m one y for SCH A and do m yse lf a good 
turn into th e  bargain. Most of m y adult life  I’ve  scribble d aw ay at 
cre ative  w riting. Ve ry occasionally bits h ave  be e n publish e d in obscure  
publications. I’ve  finally m ade  a start on gath e ring m y e fforts toge th e r 
and h ave  just publish e d th e  first fruits Fragm ents of Love. It is m ostly 
poe try (or at le ast w riting w ith  ve ry sh ort line s!) inte rspe rse d w ith  
occasional pie ce s of prose . A4 in taste ful blue  cove rs —  a snip at £5, 
postage  and pack ing fre e . Th e  full £5 w ill be  passe d on to Scottish  
Ch urch e s H ousing Action. Purch ase rs can’t lose  re ally. Th e y contribute  
dire ctly to a w orth w h ile  ch arity, th e y ge t 32 sh e e ts of A4 re cycle d pape r 
(e xce lle nt for using as drafting pape r!) AND th e y m igh t just ge t e ngage d 
by th e  w riting on th e  oth e r side . Th is publication is e ntire ly h om e m ade , 
alth ough  I h ope , w e ll m ade . M y broth e r-in-law  says th at h om e m ade  
puddings are  th e  be st. W h e th e r or not th is m igh t apply to colle ctions of 
w ritings I le ave  to you to judge ! 

If you’re  inte re ste d and w ould lik e  to contribute  to a good cause , 
ple ase  m ak e  out a ch e q ue  for £5 to ‘SCH A’ and se nd it dire ctly to m e  at 
54 Edge h e ad Village , Path h e ad, M idloth ian, EH 37 5RJ. Curious but don't 
w ant th e  h ard copy? Th e  full te xt is available  fre e  by e m ail on re q ue st 
(m ich ae lpe rk s@ ph one coop.coop).

M ik e  Pe rk s, Ce ntral Edinburgh
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W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s is publish e d by 
W e st Scotland Are a M e e ting 

of th e  Re ligious Socie ty of Frie nds (Quak e rs), 
38 Elm bank  Cre sce nt, Glasgow , G2 4PS.  

Te le ph one  0141 248 849 3
Ch arity re giste re d in Scotland No SC011234

Pape r e dition printe d by  Glasgow  pdc, 130 Douglas Stre e t, G2 4H F

Copy for th e  ne xt W e st Scotland Quak e r Ne w s sh ould be  se nt by 
W e dne sday 1 April to th e  e ditor at th e  addre ss on page  2.

Fe bruary Are a Me e ting
Th e  m e e ting w ill be  in th e  M e e ting H ouse  in Glasgow  at 11 for 11.30 on 
Saturday 28 Fe bruary.

Th e  ne xt AM  w ill be  on 18 Aptil also in Glasgow.

More  Date s for your diary for 2009  
Faslane  &  Dundre nnan

Faslane : 12 April, 7 June , 30 August, 27 Se pte m be r, 8 Nove m be r

Dundre nnan: 5 April, 7 June , 30 August, 20 Se pte m be r, 8 Nove m be r

M e e tings start at 11 am  at both  place s.
For m ore  inform ation contact 
Mary Alice  Manse ll 01506 842380 (Faslane )
or Marth a H atch   01465 841277 (Dundre nnan).




